Senior Seminar - Biomedical Ethics in the 21st Century

March 18, 2002

Dr. J

Final Paper/Presentation

In your final paper/presentation, you will study a current/future biomedical issue that has a significant ethical component.  You should select a topic that has special interest to you, but one that we have not discussed in class, or that you have discussed in depth in any previous classes. Try to select an issue that is relevant to your present major or future areas of work or study. 

The Paper (100 pt)

The paper should be 8 -12 pages (doubled-spaced) and consist of three parts: 

1. Introduction (30 pt): Summarize the history and present status of your topic, and how new advances in science, medicine, and society will impact it.  Address the issue using a variety of frameworks, including medical, scientific, economic, political, social, and religious.   Do not address ethical issues in this part.  

2. Ethical Analysis (60 pt) : Describe the ethical dilemmas associated with your topic and present your own ethical analysis of the issues.  This part should consist of several parts (15 pt each):

a) Ethical arguments from the literature in support of a specific position related to your topic 

b) Ethical arguments from the literature in rejection of a specific position related to your topic 

c) Hypothetical arguments for or against a specific position related to your topic based on:

· Kant's formuation(s) of the categorical imperative, 

· Utilitarianism, 

· a modern synthetic moral theory;

d) A moral argument summarizing your own ethical position regarding the topic. This must include, in bulleted and labeled form, your:

· general moral principle(s), 

· factual claims, and 

· derivative moral judgment(s).  

3. A bibliography (10 pt):  This must include references in addition to those from the WWW.  

Include page numbers in your paper.  You MUST use the following headings and subheadings to organize your paper:    This will facilitate grading the paper and your own organization.

1. Introduction: 

2. Ethical Analysis: 

a) In Support 

b) In Rejection
c) Hypothetical moral arguments:

· Kant's formuation(s) of the categorical imperative, 

· Utilitarianism, 

· a modern synthetic moral theory;

d) Personal  moral argument 

· general moral principle(s), 

· factual claims, and 

· derivative moral judgment(s).  

4. A bibliography:  

The Presentation:  

You will present the introduction to your paper and state the ethical questions that you will address (but don't present the ethical analysis) in a 20-23 minute slot (which includes any time for questions).  Since the time is short (given the number of presentations), you must organize what you would like to say very carefully. Make a one-page summary of your introduction that I will copy before class and distribute to the rest of the students the day of your presentation.  The grade for your presentation will depend on 

· The organization of the presentation

· The quality of the presented material

· The quality of the written summary that you distribute

· Your ability to answer questions

