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Buddhism and Neoconfucianism
Dr. J






Assignment for February 10, 2004
Names : _______________   ______________  ________________

For class on Tuesday (2/10/04), read the reserve articles from Needham on Buddhist Thought and Neoconfucianism, and answer the following questions.  I highly encourage you to work in groups.  Hand in one typed summary per group.  (1 -2 page max).  To avoid the “Friday syndrome” (or should it be named the “Thursday night syndrome”, I may choose to have groups lead the discussions.  To that end, devise a couple of discussion questions you might use to do that.
1. The adoption of Buddhism in China threatened the foundations of Chinese life (specifically Confucianism and Taoism), and perhaps presented the most direct challenge to Chinese civilization until the 19th century arrival of Western imperial powers.  Briefly summarize the main features of Buddhism and show how they are opposed or similar to those of Confucianism and Taoism.   

2. Describe the grand synthesis of Taoist, Buddhist, and Confucian ideas espoused by Zhu Xi (Chu His).  Include in your response his descriptions of Qi and Li.  

3. As we have done for Confucianism and Taoism, briefly describe the effect of Buddhism and Neoconfucianism on the development of science in China. 

