HONR 210:  Medicine - E/W



2/12/04
Chinese Science 1:  5 Element, I Ching, Systematic Correspond.
Names:    __________________  :    __________________:    __________________

Read The History of Science: East (based on Chapter 10 of Ronan and Needham, The fundamental ideas of Chinese science).  You’ll find the link on the web page tentative schedule.  Answer the following questions in your group for class on Thursday, 2/12/04.   I may have different groups present and lead discussion on these topics.  We have already discussed, albeit briefly, 5 Element (Phase Theory) and Symbolic correlations, and contrasted it to early Western ideas.  We will review that at the start of class.  
1.   Briefly explain the role of Yin/Yang theory in the trigrams and hexagrams of I Ching.  How were the hexagrams described in I Ching used?  (This may require some research from sources in addition to the Needham and the web site on the History of Chinese Science.
2.  Explain the role of magical principles and associative (or analogical thinking) in the development of Chinese beliefs about nature.

3.  Give example of how Western science developed analogical ideas in the development of science.  How did these Western uses of analogy differ from Chinese attempts.

4.. To what extent did 5 Element (Phase) Theory and Yin/Yang Theory hinder the development of science in China?
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