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COLLEGE OF SAINT BENEDICT/SAINT JOHN’S UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF NURSING

Course Title:

Pathophysiology


Course Number:
NRSG 207

Credits: 

Four (4) theory credits

Pre-requisite:

BIOL 212, 214

Core designations: 
None

MBNAs:

None

Placement:

Fall Term, Sophomore Year

Course Instructors:
Carie Braun PhD, RN






Office:  Main 450

 




Office phone: 363-5223





Other phone: 230-3662

 




Email: cbraun@csbsju.edu (preferred)

Course Description

This course builds upon the knowledge of human anatomy and physiology and focuses on functional alterations in human health using a conceptual approach. The approach emphasizes select disease processes through the use of clinical models with the ultimate goal of critical thinking and application of pathophysiologic concepts. Students will gain an understanding of the relationship between the mechanism of disease and clinical manifestations along with the exploration of human diversity as it relates to pathophysiology. 

Course Learning Outcomes

Within a liberal learning environment informed by Benedictine values (listening) and Catholic traditions (human dignity), students will:

1. Apply principles of the natural sciences to the mechanisms of disease (1a). 

2. Use the concepts of pathophysiology to understand a wide variety of health problems (1a, 3c, 3e). 

3. Discuss the effects of human diversity (age, gender, race, ethnic, and socioeconomic) on the pathogenesis of disease (3d). 

4. Effectively communicate with others using appropriate pathophysiologic terminology (1b). 
5. Demonstrate altruism, listening, and a respect for human dignity when interacting with an individual who is describing a personal health condition (2a).

The Learning Environment

Your learning is facilitated through case studies, lecture, concept mapping, group discussion, multimedia, selected readings, games, and a written assignment.

Evaluation Methods:  


1. Written examinations. There will be 4 multiple choice/short answer examinations administered during theory class time and one (1) 2-hour multiple-choice/short answer final examination.

2. Quizzes.  There will be four 5-point multiple-choice quizzes periodically throughout the term. Please note that if you miss a quiz for whatever reason that this cannot be made up; you will receive zero points for that quiz.

3. Interview and disease process synthesis paper. You will interview a person of any age who has a disease process that combines 2 or more concepts discussed in this course.  You will then write an 8-12 page paper according to the guidelines for this interview project found in this syllabus.
Required Textbook


Braun, C. & Anderson, C. (2006). Pathophysiology: Functional alterations in human health. Baltimore, MD: Lippincott, Williams, & Wilkins.

Recommended:
APA Manual (will discuss in class) APA information can be found at http://employees.csbsju.edu/proske/nursing/APA.htm
Bookmark a useful 3-D disease process animation library at: http://www.healthscout.com/animation/68/23/main.html. 

Bookmark student online learning center: Anatomy and Physiology at http://www.mhhe.com/biosci/ap/vdghumananatomy/student/olc2/ap_animation-quizzes.html .  Relevant anatomy/physiology review instruction is provided along with helpful quizzes based on body systems.

Bookmark the MedlinePlus health tutorials website at: 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html  

Course Grade:

Exam #1
   
Wednesday, September 20
15%





Exam #2
   
Tuesday, October 17

15%




Exam #3

Friday, November 10

15%




Exam #4

Friday, December 1

15%




Quizzes

   
Throughout term

5%




Math Worksheet
Throughout term

S/U




Final Exam
   
Wednesday, Dec. 20 (8-10am)
20%




Interview Project 
Monday, November 27

15%

Grading Scale:

A
92-100%




AB
88-91%




B
83-87%




BC
79-82%




C
75-78%




CD
70-74%




D
65-69%




F
64% and under

Functional Ability Statement:  See College Catalogue/Nursing listing for policy.

· You must notify the instructor within the first week of class if accommodations have been recommended in order to facilitate your learning needs for completion of exams.  Such requests need to verified by Academic Advising. Every effort will be made to provide the required accommodations. 

Course Policies:

· Professional Accountability Policy – see Student Handbook at http://www.csbsju.edu/nursing/
· Attendance Guidelines – see Student Handbook.

DATE:

Tuesday, August 29, 2006

TOPIC:
Course Introduction/Basic Pathophysiological Terminology

OUTCOMES:


1. Define and communicate effectively using the following key terms:  pathophysiology, pathogenesis, pathology, epidemiology, incidence, prevalence, diagnosis, etiology, clinical manifestation, homeostasis, idiopathic, iatrogenic, acute, chronic, insidious, signs, symptoms, latent, incubation, prodromal, local, systemic, syndrome, remissions, exacerbations, and prognosis.

2. Discuss the value of liberal arts in learning basic pathophysiology.

3. Identify the integration of pre-requisite science courses (anatomy/physiology, microbiology) in facilitating accommodation of pathophysiological concepts.

4. Compare and contrast the terms “health” and “illness” with the term “disease”.

5. State the three levels of prevention upon which interventions are based.

6. Differentiate individualistic versus population-based perspectives on pathophysiology.

7. Describe the relevance of gender, age, race, ethnicity, locale, and socioeconomic status to pathophysiology.

8. Explain the conceptual approach to learning general health alterations and applying these concepts to specific disease conditions.  

REQUIRED
READINGS: 
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 1. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Thursday, August 31, 2006

TOPIC:
Basic Alterations in Cellular and Tissue Biology

OUTCOMES:

1. Discuss the changes in cells and tissues following injury.

2. Compare and contrast cellular structural adaptations and maladaptive cellular responses to injury.

3. Recognize health conditions that can precipitate maladaptive cellular processes.

4. Describe diagnostic tests and potential treatment strategies relevant to cellular and tissue alterations.

5. Apply cellular adaptations and maladaptations to select clinical models:

a. Menopause

b. Cardiac hypertrophy

c. Acromegaly

d. Cervical metaplasia and dysplasia

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 2.



An animated review of cell biology can be found at: http://www.cellsalive.com/toc.htm. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, September 4, 6, & 8, 2006

TOPIC:
Inflammation/Cellular Repair and Healing

OUTCOMES:
1. Differentiate the three lines of defense.

2. Outline the acute inflammatory process with particular attention to the function of chemical mediators and cellular elements (neutrophils, etc.) in the inflammatory response.

3. State the five (5) cardinal signs and rationale for these manifestations of acute local inflammation.

4. List general systemic effects and rationale for these manifestations of inflammation.

5. Differentiate acute and chronic inflammation.

6. Discuss basic diagnostic tests used to identify inflammation.

7. Discuss potential complications of the inflammatory process.

8. Describe the process of wound healing.

9. Identify factors that promote or delay wound healing.

10. Apply principles of inflammation (etiology, pathophysiology, acute/chronic nature, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to the following conditions:

a. Burns

b. Rheumatoid arthritis

c. Gastritis

d. Inflammatory bowel disease

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 3.

Complete the medlineplus web tutorial on burns, arthritis, Crohn disease, inflammatory bowel disease and ulcerative colitis at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html

Quiz #1 
Monday, September 4 on inflammation/healing (5 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Tuesday and Thursday, September 12 & 14, 2006

TOPIC:
Immunity/Hypersensitivity/Immunodeficiency

OUTCOMES:
1. Compare and contrast the immune response with the inflammatory response.

2. Outline the major components of the immune response and the function of each.

3. Identify the five (5) immunoglobulins and discuss their functions

4. Describe the process for acquiring immunity.

5. Discuss the four (4) types of hypersensitivity reactions and give an example of each.

6. Explain the effects of anaphylaxis and the treatment of emergency anaphylactic reactions.

7. Identify basic diagnostic tests relating to immune function.

8. Discuss the impact of age, gender, and race on immune function.

9. Apply concepts of immunity (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to the following conditions:

a. Allergy and anaphylaxis

b. Systemic lupus erythrematosus 

c. Rh isoimmunization

d. AIDS

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 4.

Complete medlineplus web tutorial on AIDS and lupus at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
An animated review of immune processes can be found at: http://www.cellsalive.com/toc.htm. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Monday, September 18, 2006

TOPIC:
Infection

OUTCOMES:
1. Relate the development of infection to breaks in the three lines of defense.

2. Identify the ways in which microorganisms can become pathogens to human host cells.

3. Differentiate the basic types of microorganisms.

4. Determine measures the break the chain of infection at each link.

5. Identify the phases and corresponding clinical manifestations for acute infection.

6. Discuss the potential complications of acute infection.

7. Apply the principles of infection (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to the following conditions:

a. Influenza

b. Viral hepatitis 

c. Tinea

d. Urinary tract infection (UTI)

e. Meningitis

f. Pelvic inflammatory disease (PID)

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 5.

___________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Friday and Tuesday, September 22 & 26, 2006

TOPIC:
Genetic and Developmental Disorders

OUTCOMES:
1. Differentiate between the terms congenital, genetic, chromosomal, developmental, and multifactorial defects.

2. Distinguish between phenotype and genotype.

3. Describe and give examples of genetic inheritance patterns: autosomal recessive, autosomal dominant and X-linked recessive disorders.

4. Explain the common causes of developmental disorders and their relationship to fetal development.

5. Identify basic diagnostic tests used to screen or determine genetic defects.

6. Apply principles of the genetic impact (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) on health to the following conditions:

a. Down syndrome

b. Turner syndrome

c. Fragile X syndrome

d. Huntington disease

e. Neural tube defects

f. Sickle cell anemia

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 6.


Read US Dept of Energy Genomics Program Executive Summary at http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techresources/Human_Genome/publicat/primer2001/primer11.pdf
_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Friday and Tuesday, September 29 & October 3, 2006
 

TOPIC:
Alterations in Cellular Proliferation and Differentiation

OUTCOMES: 

1. Recognize the role of genetic mutations in the development of neoplasms.

2. Discuss major carcinogens and their role in carcinogenesis.

3. Outline characteristics of tumor cells.

4. Differentiate benign and malignant tumors.

5. Explain the mechanisms of cancer spread.

6. Classify tumors based on staging and grading criteria.

7. Identify local and systemic clinical manifestations of neoplasia.

8. Describe cancer treatment strategies.

9. Apply concepts of altered cellular proliferation/differentiation (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to the following conditions:

a. Colorectal, lung, prostate, brain, testicular, and ovarian cancer

b. Benign prostatic hyperplasia

c. Polycythemia vera

d. Leukemias

e. Lymphomas

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 7.


Complete medlineplus web tutorial on leukemia, brain, lung, ovarian, and breast cancer at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________
DATE:

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, October 9, 11, & 13, 2006 

TOPIC:
Fluid/Electrolyte, Acid/Base Disorders

OUTCOMES: 

1. Explain the movement of water between body compartments.

2. Describe the causes, effects, and treatment of dehydration.

3. Identify four (4) reasons for the development of edema.

4. Differentiate between excess/deficit alterations of the following electrolytes: potassium, sodium.

5. Describe development and effects of metabolic acidosis, metabolic alkalosis, respiratory acidosis, and respiratory alkalosis.

6. Identify the role of the lungs and kidneys in regulating acid-base balance.

7. Explain how decompensation develops and its effects on the central nervous system.

8. Identify diagnostic tests used to determine fluid/electrolyte and acid/base imbalances.

9. Apply principles of fluid movement, electrolyte imbalance, and/or acid/base imbalance (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to the following conditions:

a. Cerebral, pulmonary, and peripheral edema 

b. Cirrhosis

c. Renal tubulopathy

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Andersons, Chapter 8.

Quiz #2
Monday, October 9 on fluid/electrolyte/acid/base alterations (5 points)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Thursday and Monday, October 19 & 23, 2006 

TOPIC:
Altered Neuronal Transmission

OUTCOMES: 

1. Describe the specialized functions of the components of the neurologic transduction system.

2. Identify the key requirements for effective neuronal transmission.

3. Indicate common mechanisms of neuronal injury and their consequences.

4. Determine processes that alter neuronal transmission.

5. Identify common manifestations of altered neuronal transmission.

6. Apply concepts of altered neuronal transmission to select clinical models:

a. Cerebral palsy

b. Seizures

c. Multiple sclerosis

d. Hydrocephalus

e. Spinal cord transection

f. Depression

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 9.

Complete medlineplus web tutorial on spinal cord injury, seizures, MS, depression, and CP at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
DATE:

Wednesday, October 25, 2006 

TOPIC:
Pain and Sensory Alterations

OUTCOMES: 

1. Describe the mode of transmission of neural impulses involved with the sensations of pain, vision, and hearing. 

2. Identify common mechanisms for altering vision and hearing.

3. Determine processes that contribute to the perception of pain.

4. Identify common manifestations of pain and sensory alterations.

5. Apply concepts of altered neuronal transmission to select clinical models:

a. Fibromyalgia

b. Migraine headache

c. Otitis media

d. Macular degeneration

e. Glaucoma

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 10.

Complete medlineplus web tutorial on fibromyalgia, otitis media, glaucoma, and migraine at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________
DATE:

Friday and Tuesday, October 27 & 31, 2006

TOPIC:
Altered Hormonal/Metabolic Processes

OUTCOMES: 

1. Explain how feedback mechanisms regulate hormone levels in the body.

2. Identify pathways for mediating cell-to-cell communication.

3. Analyze the mechanisms for impairment that can lead to altered hormonal and metabolic regulation.

4. Distinguish between hormone excess versus deficit, the corresponding clinical manifestations and treatment strategies with application to the following conditions:

a. Infertility

b. Erectile dysfunction

c. SIADH

d. Diabetes insipidus

e. Hypothyroidism, Hyperthyroidism

f. Cushing syndrome

g. Addison disease

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 11.

Quiz #3
Friday, October 27 on altered hormonal/metabolic processes (5 points)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Thursday, November 2, 2006

TOPIC:
Stress and Adaptation

OUTCOMES:
1. Identify the value of homeostasis and the role of feedback mechanisms.

2. Describe the stress response and the relationship to disease.

3. Differentiate the effects of acute versus chronic, prolonged or severe stress.

4. Discuss the factors that affect the ability to adapt.

5. Apply concept of stress and adaptation (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to post-traumatic stress disorder.

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Review Braun and Anderson, Chapters 9 & 11. Additional readings provided as needed. 


_____________________________________________________________________________________
DATE:

Monday and Wednesday, November 6 & 8, 2006

TOPIC:
Altered Ventilation and Diffusion

OUTCOMES: 

1. Outline the process of ventilation and diffusion.

2. Describe processes that can impair ventilation and diffusion.

3. Recognize the effects and manifestations of altered ventilation and diffusion.

4. Apply concepts of altered ventilation (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to the following conditions:

a. COPD

b. Asthma

c. Pneumonia

d. Tuberculosis

e. Cystic fibrosis

f. ARDS

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 12. 


Go to the medlineplus interactive web site and complete the asthma, TB, cystic fibrosis, and COPD tutorials: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
____________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

TOPIC:
Core Competencies:  Written Communication

OUTCOMES: 

1. Communicate pathophysiological concepts through professional/technical writing

2. Utilize the American Psychological Association (APA) format in writing.

3. Identify and utilize appropriate professional resources to support writing

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Complete the APA tutorial at http://www.kevinschoepp.ca/APAtutorial/contents.htm 


Review APA manual if purchased.


BRING FIRST DRAFT OF INTERVIEW PAPER (DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON PAPER) TO DISTRIBUTE FOR ANONYMOUS PEER REVIEW


_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Thursday and Monday, November 16 & 20, 2006

TOPIC:
Altered Tissue Perfusion

OUTCOMES: 

1. Explain the role of perfusion in maintaining health.

2. Identify key requirements for effective perfusion.

3. Determine processes that can alter perfusion.

4. Identify the common manifestations of altered perfusion.

5. Describe anatomic features of the venous system predisposing it to stasis and insufficiency.

6. Apply principles of altered tissue perfusion (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, and complications) to the following conditions:

a. Coronary artery disease 

b. Hypertension

c. Myocardial infarction

d. Heart failure

e. Stroke

f. Shock

g. DIC

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 13. 

Complete the medlineplus web tutorial on CHF, hypertension, and heart attack at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
An animated review of tissue perfusion, the heart, and diagnostic tests can be found at: http://heart.healthcentersonline.com/animations/show_all_animations.cfm. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
DATE:

Monday, November 27, 2006

TOPIC:
Altered Nutrition

OUTCOMES: 

1. Outline the role of digestion and absorption of nutrients on optimal functioning of cells.

2. Recognize the implications of nutrient deficiencies or toxicities on health.

3. Identify common manifestations of nutritional alterations.

4. Apply concepts of altered nutrition to the following conditions:

a. Iron-deficiency anemia

b. Anorexia nervosa

c. Celiac disease

d. Obesity   

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 14.

 Quiz #4
Monday, November 27 on altered nutrition (5 points)


Interview paper is due today. Bring to class.

___________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Wednesday, November 29, 2006

TOPIC:
Altered Elimination

OUTCOMES: 

1.
Outline the role of elimination on optimal functioning of cells. 
2. Recognize the implications of altered elimination.

3. Identify common clinical manifestations in altered urinary and gastrointestinal elimination.


4.
Apply principles of altered elimination (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) for the following conditions:

a. Renal failure

b. Intestinal obstruction

c. Urolithiasis

d. Bowel encopresis

e. Urinary incontinence

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 15.


Complete medlineplus web tutorials on kidney failure and kidney stones at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
___________________________________________________________________________________
DATE:

Tuesday, December 5, 2006

TOPIC:
Degenerative Changes in Aging

OUTCOMES: 

1. Describe the basis of theoretical explanations of aging.

2. Recognize the implications of degenerative changes in aging on the health of the individual.

3. Identify common manifestations of age-related degenerative changes.

4. Detail methods to maximize the health of the elderly population.

5. Apply basic concepts of degeneration (etiology, pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, complications) to the following conditions:

a. Osteoporosis

b. Parkinson’s disease

c. Alzheimer’s disease 

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 16. 


Complete medlineplus web tutorials on Parkinson’s Disease and osteoporosis at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

Thursday and Monday, December 7 & 11, 2006

TOPIC:
Integrative Study of Pathophysiological Concepts: Diabetes Mellitus

OUTCOMES: 

1. Discuss the impact of combining pathophysiological processes on health.

2. Compare type I and type II diabetes.

3. Outline the sequence of events in an insulin deficit.

4. Identify classic clinical manifestations and diagnostic tests for diabetes.

5. Describe the acute and chronic complications of diabetes.

6. Discuss role of exercise, nutrition, oral and injected medications for the treatment of diabetes.

7. Describe the impact of diabetes mellitus on the following pathophysiological concepts:

a. Inflammation/cellular repair and healing

b. Immunity

c. Infection

d. Genetics and development

e. Fluid/electrolyte/acid/base imbalances

f. Nutritional alterations

g. Altered ventilation

h. Altered perfusion

i. Altered neuronal transmission

j. Altered hormonal/metabolic processes

k. Degenerative changes/aging

REQUIRED 

READINGS:
Braun and Anderson, Chapter 17.


Complete medlineplus web tutorial on diabetes at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials.html
INTERVIEW PROJECT GUIDELINES
Interview a person of any age who has a pathophysiological process. This does not necessarily have to be a process discussed prior to the assignment due date. If the chosen person is an infant or small child, interview a parent and observe/interact with the child as well.  The focus of this interview is how the signs and symptoms have influenced the person’s daily life and how s/he has adapted over time as well as developing a sense for how pathophysiological concepts are interrelated.  Plan out your interview in advance and take detailed notes as you proceed.  See other recommendations on the next page.  Write a short paper using the following guidelines:

I. Introduction (one paragraph)
Begin with a one paragraph general description of the person. Use initials only and minimal use of specific identifiers (ie where they go to school, live, work, etc) to maintain confidentiality.  For example, you might begin with:  A.L. is a 90 year-old woman who lives alone in a six-bedroom, two-story house.  A writer, pianist, and former sky diver, she has had altered ventilation and perfusion with a fluid imbalance due to congestive heart failure for the past 10 years.

II. Signs and symptoms (maximum of 5 pages for II-VI)

Describe the signs and symptoms as the person reported them.  Include direct quotes.  For example:  A.L. said her ankles “well up like over-filled sausage casings.”

III. Changes over time

Describe how the signs and symptoms have changed over time (from onset of symptoms to the present time), as the person reports it to you.  For instance, she might say: “At first, I could still climb up the stairs; the last five years or so, I have to rest after every six stair steps”.

IV. Influences on daily life

Describe how the person’s signs and symptoms have influenced his/her daily life.  Include some direct quotes.  For example: “I used to climb up the maple tree to fill the bird feeder, but now I get too short of breath”.  

V. Adaptations

Describe how the person is adapting or has adapted to the above influences on daily life.  Include some direct quotes.  For example:  “I rigged up a pulley system so I can lower the bird feeder to fill it and hoist it up again afterwards”. 

VI. Meaning of signs and symptoms

Describe what the person tells you regarding the meaning of at least one of the signs and symptoms.  Include some direct quotes.  For example:  “When I get breathless, I am reminded that I am going to die sometime in the next 10 years.  Then, I savor the good things of the day—like the warmth of the sun on my hair—and I am grateful for life”.

VII. Comparison with textbook (up to 1 page)
Summarize what signs and behaviors you observed and symptoms that were reported and what you expected to see and hear based on Braun and Anderson (2006) but did not. Do not refer to “the text”; you need to indicate what reference you used to compare symptoms. You may use other reputable sources outside of our class text.

VIII. Pathophysiology integration (maximum 6 pages)
Identify the pathophysiology concepts that apply to your interview (these are indicated as the headings of each class session in this syllabus).  Give a detailed description of the pathophysiology process (what is happening to the cells, tissues, organs, body) and then analyze how at least 2 relevant concepts affect one another for this interviewee.  For example, describe (in detail), the process of acute and chronic inflammation and the process of joint degeneration and how these apply to rheumatoid arthritis (interviewee’s condition). This portion requires appropriate resource citation.

IX. Relevance of recent research (one paragraph)
Utilize CINAHL as a search engine.  Identify one RESEARCH article (methods, subjects, and results) related to your pathophysiology process.  Describe briefly how this reference is relevant to the person you interviewed.  Attach a copy of the journal article.

X. Concluding thought (one paragraph)

Think about this interview project and write down your reflections.  Be as philosophical, concrete, positive, negative, open or guarded as you choose.  The content of this concluding paragraph will not affect your grade.

XI. Format

Your interview project should be double spaced, 12-point print, using APA format (this format can be obtained from the APA publication manual available in the bookstore or online and you are highly encouraged to obtain a copy or bookmark the website).  I will be VERY PARTICULAR about your writing.  You need to read and re-read your paper.  It is preferred that the document be stapled in the upper left corner and not placed in a folder or binder.

XII. Grading criteria (15% of cumulative grade)-based on 120 points
Grading is based on a full, clear and logically organized explication of the required information.  Grammar (spelling, punctuation, etc.) is taken into account as well as the depth of information that you obtained. Grading criteria is attached. COMPLETE a self-evaluation of your paper using the evaluation of written communication form on the next page and SUBMIT this with your paper.

XIII. Project assistance

The following are words of advice as you embark on this project:  1) Complete the pathophysiology section as much as possible before the interview so that you can anticipate what the interviewee may have experienced and ask about relevant issues; 2) In section IX, use primary research within past 3-5 years if at all possible (NO web pages, consumer magazines, news magazines); 3) Web sites (reputable) that provide information may be used to support paper but are NOT eligible for part IX of the paper; 4) Confidentiality is an ethical obligation-do not provide identifying information; 5) DO NOT need to cite the “personal communication” that you had with the interviewee; 6) DO NOT speculate about the person or condition (for example, avoid “I think that the reason that she doesn’t have all the textbook symptoms is because she was early in the course of the disease”); 7) This is a PROFESSIONAL/TECHNICAL paper-the writing style is crisp, concise, organized, logical, and demonstrates HEAVY use of citations outside of the findings from the actual interview.

NURSING DEPARTMENT

Assessment of Communication (Formal Writing)

Written Pathophysiology Paper

Course
__________

Student Name

_________________________

Date
__________

Faculty Evaluator
_________________________
	CONTENT and COMPOSITION
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	· Follows criteria for assignment
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· The topic and content are consistent with the project outcome(s)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Signs and symptoms are clearly articulated and compared with the textbook
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Changes over time are addressed
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Influences on daily life and adaptations are specified
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Pathophysiology of the condition is articulated
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Pathophysiologic concepts are described in detail
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Pathophysiologic concepts are integrated into the condition
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Information is accurate and timely
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Information is clear/succinct/concise/to the point
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Structure and Organization 

· Effective, interesting introduction
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Thoughtful, reflective conclusion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Paragraphs are logically arranged
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Sentence structure adheres to English language conventions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Adheres to page limits
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Evidence
· Substantiates statements with reputable/quality sources
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Utilizes appropriate quantity of sources
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Expression/Style
· Engaging, creative, and original
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Professional approach/standards are evident
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Tone is non-offensive and respectful of others
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Level and content of language is commensurate with audience
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Format
· Cover page adheres to APA format
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Citations within body of manuscript adhere to APA format
	
	
	
	
	
	

	· Reference list is sufficient in quantity/quality/APA format
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total points for each column
	
	
	
	
	
	


Total Points out of 120 = __________  Faculty Comments: 
Scoring Guide 
5   =
CONSISTENTLY/ALWAYS/YES

4   =
ALMOST ALWAYS/ABOVE AVERAGE 

3   =
MOST OF THE TIME

2   =
SOME OF THE TIME

1   =
RARELY

0   =
NEVER/NO
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