CORE 100, Spring, 2006

J. David Arnott


First Year Symposium
CORE 100 49A
4 credits
Spring Semester 2006
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University

BAC Recital Hall
8:00-9:10 am 1-3-5
Instructor:  J. David Arnott

Office:  BAC A-123
Phone: 5389


Office Hours:  Day 1 and Day 4, 9:10-10:00
Required Texts: 
The Bedford Handbook, 6th ed., Diana Hacker, Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002
Developmental Exercises to Accompany The Bedford Handbook, 6th ed. 2002
Fast Food Nation, Eric Schlosser, Perennial, 2002 (revised soft cover edition)
The World is Flat, Thomas L. Friedman, Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2005
Exploring the Human Condition (common to all sections of FYS)
First-Year Symposium (FYS) is a required full-year course (four credits each semester) designed to help students develop their skills in critical reading and thinking, public speaking, interpersonal communication, writing, and information literacy.  Symposium is taught by faculty from across the curriculum who focus on different aspects of the Human Condition.  Though each section is unique in content and approach, every FYS section provides opportunities to develop the same intellectual skills.  Through a wide variety of oral and written assignments, students take an active part in developing as reader, thinker, listener, writer, speaker, and researcher at the undergraduate level.

An important feature of First-Year Symposium is that the professor serves as Faculty Advisor for each of the students in his or her section of FYS.  The students in each section stay together for both semesters, developing a sense of community and continuity.

Official Course Description, CORE 100-49A:  

Current Issues in Science, Technology, and the Arts: Ethical, Moral and Social Understandings and Viewpoints: The focus of this course is on the ethical, moral and social dimensions of current scientific and technological issues as they relate to a wide array of topics.  We will explore the broader dimensions of these issues upon the social, political and spiritual realm of life as we read several works for informal & formal writing and speaking assignments, as well as for individual oral preparations and group discussions.  Through this course we will encounter such topics as the ethical nature of file sharing, pop culture sociology, the health benefits of fast food, and even the proposed relationship between the decades old Roe v. Wade decision and the current decrease in violent crime.  The exploration of opposing viewpoints will be of paramount import in this section.

Course Overview/Theme:
This section of FYS is designed to combine aspects of current political thought, pop-culture phenomena, and envelope-pushing sociology, into a journey through becoming a questioning and inquisitive reader, perpetually wary of anything presented as fact.  The generation entering college this year is more prone to accepting blindly rather than seeking truth and this course will hopefully help to reverse this trend!
Course Structure:

The goals of FYS are massive and overwhelming and include writing, discussion, speaking, listening, critical thinking, and research.  We will attempt to balance these requirements without bogging down in minutia.  You will be graded on writing, discussion, speaking, and overall participation.  The schedule of assignments and class material is below. 

Learning Goals for Spring Session:

1. Students will complete a major graded research assignment that will include submission of several drafts and all source materials.
2. Students will continue to hone their public speaking skills via class presentations related to the research project or the two assigned books.

3. Students will continue to develop and refine critical thinking abilities. 

4. Students will maintain an annotated research journal and a RefWorks account.

Learning Goal Assessment
Learning goals will be assessed through graded writing assignments including 2 essays and a research paper, collectively graded class participation in fishbowl discussions and short public speaking opportunities, and through individual conferences. 

1. Research Paper.


2. Oral presentations


3. Graded discussions on the 2 works read this semester

4. Homework assignments. 


5. Class attendance. (See attendance policy.)


6. There will be two individual conferences during the semester. 


7. Students will be expected to attend specified campus activities throughout the 
semester. 

Graded Writing Assignments: 
1. Essay on Fast Food Nation
2. Essay on The World is Flat
3. Research Paper


1. Outline of research paper


2. First draft of paper


3. Second draft of paper

4. Final Paper
The Researched Paper:  Students should demonstrate the step-by-step process of effectively and correctly producing a researched thesis-based essay.  The paper should be 10-15 pages long and be supported by citations to at least fifteen current appropriate sources (including several of the following: books, paper and electronic journals, web sites, interviews.)  The essay should follow a standard documentation style and format and be written in acceptable standard academic prose.

***All writing assignments must be submitted in electronic format as a Microsoft Word file except those examples written in class (mail to darnott@csbsju.edu).  
Oral Assignments: Speaking and Discussion, 3 Speeches, 3 discussions
Rhetoric, one of the original seven pillars of the liberal arts, will be a main focus in FYS as we still consider public speaking an integral aspect of a liberal arts degree.  You will have many opportunities to display our oratorical prowess for grading purposes.  You will also have several graded discussions as well as short speeches.
1. Research updates (2-3 minute speech)

2. 4-minute speeches (We will discuss this in class)
3. The Oral Presentation of research paper (8-12 minutes including Q & A)
The Oral Presentation:  Students should demonstrate the process of preparing and presenting an 8-12 minute formal public speech followed by a brief question and answer period.  The topic for this speech is that of the researched paper. The point of this assignment is to discuss and present the research, not to read the paper in its entirety.
Research Journal 
This semester you will keep a research journal which will contain all of the sources you encounter while researching your topic.  Each entry will also contain an annotation* in your own words.  It will be much easier if you enter each source into RefWorks and make your annotated journal entry at the same time!! 
* Annotation: A brief description of an information source which follows a bibliographic citation. An annotation may include a summary of the key points addressed in the source, a description of the kind of source, and an evaluation of the source. 
Class Participation

36 classes @ 2 points each

Requirements and Grading

This course is offered for an A-F grade only and may not be taken on an S/U basis.  The course grade will be determined by the sum of your points for Writing, Speaking, Discussion, Participation, Journal entries, Essays, and Research Paper Preparation for spring semester.
A
1488-1600

AB
1408-1487
B
1280-1407
BC
1168-1279
C
1088-1167
CD
1024-1087
D
960-1023
F
0-959
Available Points Chart

	Assignment
	Date Due
	Available Points

	Fast Food Nation Essay
	1/30
	50 points

	The World is Flat Essay
	3/14
	50 points

	Research: Outline
	2/1
	50 points

	Research: Annotated Bib.
	2/9
	100 points

	Research: First Draft 
	2/23
	200 points

	Research: Second Draft
	3/20
	200 points

	Research: Final Paper
	5/2
	600 points

	Speech 1: Research updates
	1/24
	25 points

	Speech 2: 4-minute speeches
	3/24
	50 points

	Oral Presentation
	4/18, 4/20, 4/24
	175 points

	Food Fishbowl #1
	2/7
	25 points

	Food Fishbowl #2
	2/15
	25 points

	Flat World Fishbowl #1
	3/10
	25 points

	Flat World Fishbowl #2
	3/28
	25 points

	Class Participation
	Every Day!
	72 points

	
	15 Graded Assignments
	1600 points total


Fine Arts Policy: Freshmen are required to complete a Fine Arts component. This policy will be explained in class. At midterm and at the end of the semester, one point will be given for each Fine Arts event you have attended. If the goal is met an additional five bonus points will be awarded.

Presentation Policy:  There will be several formal and informal presentations throughout the semester. When presenting formally, students will be expected to dress professionally. Wearing jeans, shorts, hats, T-shirts, sandals, and other non-professional dress will lower your overall score.

Plagiarism Policy: The CSB/SJU policy will be covered in depth and each student will receive a complete copy of this policy. The policy may be found at: http://www.csbsju.edu/catalog/2003-2005/Academic_Programs/Rights_and_Responsibilities/002.htm
DISABILITY INFORMATION: (please read carefully): If a student has had a diagnosis for a specific Learning Disability or a Physical Disability, the Office of Academic Advising will notify the instructor of this fact and provide information on CSB/SJU current accommodations.  If a student volunteers information to the instructor regarding a Learning or Physical Disability the instructor will contact Michelle Sauer regrading CSB students and Susan Douma regarding SJU students.  CSB/SJU has support systems in place for those students who have official diagnosis of Learning Disability or Physical Disability.

Attendance
As this is an experience-based class, attendance is important and expected. If you are not in class, you are not able to participate.  Attendance will be taken and excessive absences (more than 2) will result in a lowering of the course grade at my discretion.  Time missed in class is generally not make-up-able. Please let me know if you are ill or unable to make it to class for another valid (my discretion) reason so your absence will not be considered unexcused.  For each two “opportunities” you miss to participate in this class, you will lose 1/2 a grade.

Late Assignments and Missed Tests
Tests and quizzes will be made-up only for excused absences and must be made-up as soon as possible at my convenience (just remember--there are usually no conflicts at 7:00a.m.).  You are responsible for arranging a make-up time with me if a test is missed.

Incomplete Grades
Incomplete grades ("I/grade") are strongly discouraged, but may be given in rare instances where a student is unable to complete the course requirements because of prolonged illness or other circumstances beyond the student's control.  Incompletes will only be given if the student: 1) requests the incomplete as soon as possible given the circumstances, 2) attempts to complete as much of the course as possible during the semester, 3) signs a written agreement detailing what needs to be done to complete the course requirements.

Reading Order for Spring
Spring Semester—Fast Food Nation first, The World is Flat second.  In addition, we will all complete Hacker sections 49-52 (Researched Writing).  You must choose between MLA and APA during the first cycle of the semester (medical majors will use APA and Humanities majors will use MLA).  Each of you will complete either Hacker 52-58 (MLA) or Hacker 59 (APA) based on your choice of styles.  Rather than burden all of you with the Hacker workbook exercises, I will make individual workbook assignments on an “as-needed” basis to be determined by the quality of your submitted writing assignments.  If you submit great writing; no Hacker for you!  If there are writing issues (general grammar, sentence structure, content, word usage issues) then plenty of Hacker for you!
Course Schedule: Spring 2006
	DATE
	TOPICS IN CLASS
	HOMEWORK DUE

	Cycle 1, Day 1, 1/16
	1. Semester Pep Talk (Got a topic?)
2. Outline of Projects

3. Review RefWorks

4. Pick Supersize Me viewing time (100% participation!! 2/22?)
5. Importance of safety: He/She Who Saves Wins! 
	1. Begin Fast Food Nation
2. Finalize topic (at least in a general area)

	Day 3 1/18
	1. Discussion of research sources: books, journals, magazines, web sites, newspapers,  (quality issues-evaluation of sources)
2. Discussion of  note-taking, outlining, annotation

3. Review plagiarism and how to avoid it
	1. Refine topic as you begin collection and annotation of sources for research paper

	Day 5, 1/20
	Discuss Fast Food Essay
	

	Cycle 2, Day 1, 1/24
	Oral presentation: 2-3 minute updates on research (this time you must have your topic!)
	

	Day 3, 1/26
	Clemens Library Day (Attendance mandatory)
	1. Finish Fast Food Nation
2. Who is Dinesh D’Souza?

	Day 5, 1/30
	Alcuin Library Day (Attendance mandatory)
	1. FFN Essay due

2. Attend Dinesh D’Souza talk at Pellegrene Auditorium, SJU, 1/31, 7:00 (go early—seating limited!)

	Cycle 3, Day 1, 2/1
	Discuss D’Souza Speech: Small groups followed by large group discussion.
	

	Day 3, 2/3
	1. Research Outline Due
2. Discuss fishbowl questions for 2/3 class
	Begin The World is Flat

	Day 5, 2/7
	Fishbowl #1 on FFN
	

	Cycle 4, Day 1, 2/9
	Bibliography due including annotations
	

	Day 3, 2/13
	Fast Food Discussion (small groups—O’Connell’s)
	

	Day 5, 2/15
	Food Fishbowl #2 (Sign up for conference times)
	

	Cycle 5, Day 1, 2/17
	Conferences: review of writing and research progress. (Clemens Library day)
	

	Day 3, 2/21
	Conferences: review of writing and research progress. (Alcuin Library day)
	

	Day 5, 2/23 

(last class before spring break)
	1. First draft due! (electronically)
2. No class
3. Supersize Me 2/22 (Wednesday evening)
	

	Cycle 6, Day 1, 3/6
	 Discuss Flat World essays (How has your world been flattened by this book?)
	Finish The World is Flat

	Day 3, 3/8
	1. Discuss possible TWIF fishbowl questions and essay topics (O’Connell’s?)
	

	Day 5, 3/10
	Fishbowl #1 on TWIF
	

	Cycle 7, Day 1, 3/14
	
	Flat World Essays due

	Day 3, 3/16
	1. Discuss 4-minute speeches due 3/24
	

	Day 5, 3/20
	1. Second draft due. 

2. Practice speeches in front of class.
	

	Cycle 8, Day 1, 3/22
	Library Day: Clemens
	

	Day 3, 3/24
	4-minute speeches
	

	Day 5, 3/28
	Fishbowl #2 on Flat World
	

	Cycle 9, Day 1, 3/30
	1. Discuss oral presentation of research due 4/24-4/28
	

	Day 3, 4/3
	
	

	Day 5, 4/5
	
	

	Cycle 10, Day 1, 4/7
	1. Small group practice session for oral presentations.  How to speak intelligently, concisely, and interestingly, without reading!!
	

	Day 3, 4/11 (last class before Easter)
	
	

	Day 5, 4/18
	Oral Presentations I
	

	Cycle 11, Day 1, 4/20
	Oral Presentations II
	

	Day 3, 4/24
	1. Oral Presentations III
2. Sign up for conferences
	

	Day 5, 4/26
	Conferences: review of oral presentation (Clemens Library)
	

	Cycle 12, Day 1, 4/28
	Conferences: review of oral presentation (Alcuin Library)
	

	Day 3, 5/2
	Research Paper Due

(Hard Copy)
	

	Day 5, 5/4
	Mirth and Jollity 

Where shall we meet?
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