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Course Description

This course is designed to fulfill the string pedagogy requirement for the Bachelor of Arts degree in music education.  It is not, by any means, designed to be the final word on string technical education.  This course offers a starting point for playing ability, techniques for training young musicians, a variety of musical sources for string education, and the recommendation that if you find yourself in the position of having to run a string program, to get as much additional instruction on the instruments as is practical.  Remember, there is no substitute for many years of experience and practice.

Expectations/Outcomes

The expected outcome for this class is that each student develops a practical knowledge of each of the four string instruments in the orchestra, and the ability to demonstrate rudimentary elements of each.  This course is not intended to make violinists out of you, it is designed so that you are able to start students on the instruments and error detect as much as possible.

Required Text

Since our time is limited, the chosen text will be extremely valuable.  Teaching Strings 2nd ed. by Robert Klotman, published by Schirmer Books (ISBN 0-02-864579-0).  You will be assigned to peruse materials on reserve in the music library which will include the most recent method books for strings as well as some other books that are currently quite popular.  We will also have videotapes on reserve in the library.  Assignments will be made in class.

Outside preparation

In addition to reading the textbook, it is expected that you practice your instruments every day each week for at least the duration of this course.  There are many individuals on both campuses besides this instructor who will be willing and able to assist you in this endeavor.  A list will be provided.  

Class Schedule for Violin and Viola

We have seven sessions for violin and viola.  Please prepare the textbook readings prior to each class and come prepared with questions if you have any. Each class will consist of about 35 minutes of lecture and 35 minutes of hands-on experience.  We have a lot to cover in precious little time so preparation for each class session is essential.
VIOLIN

Class 1

Feb. 24
Have Chapters 1, 2 and 3 in Lamb prepared.

Violin techniques: initial playing position, physics of sound production, proper fit, beginning resources for classroom strings
Class 2

Feb. 26
Chapter 4 and 5, Suzuki, All for Strings, Strictly Strings
violin techniques continued, finger patterns, scales, exercises, etudes


Class 3

March 18
Chapter 6





violin error detection and teaching practicum

Class 4

March 26
Chapter 7





violin continued

VIOLA

Class 5

March 30
Chapter 8, Fiddler’s Filharmonic, Viva Vibrato




viola introduction, differences and similarities

Class 6

April 5

Chapter 11, Orchestra repertoire




viola continued

Class 7

April 20
Chapter 13, resources for strings, web sites




viola continued

Class 8

April 26
Conclusion/Final
Grading

You will receive a separate grade for this portion of the course which will be averaged with grades from the other areas.  Your grade will be based on playing examples on each instrument and on a short exam covering textbook issues.  A study sheet will be provided for your convenience.

