Presentations for Readings Greek Thought and Culture
PHIL331: Ancient Philosophy

Br. Dennis Beach, OSB

Spring 2006
When?  
Wednesday and Friday, March 29 & 31. We’ll first take volunteers for Wednesday and then draw lots to assign days/time slots. Group 5 for Wednesday will have to be flexible—if we don’t fit you in Wednesday, You’ll start on Friday.

Format?
The basic format is that each group is expected to use 10-15 minutes of class time to present key ideas from their book to the rest of the class. It is not expected that you run through the book systematically—that would be impossible. Yet you should communicate what you think the book’s main concern is and how it approaches its topic. Then you should highlight key passages or ideas to give the class a sample  of some of the things one can learn from the book. This is probably the key task: figuring out a way to present some representative insights from the book to people who have not themselves read it.

Your group can use any materials for your presentation that you think appropriate: handouts, blackboard, projection of computer images, posters, costumes or props, etc. However, make sure that you can get done what you need to in 15 minutes.
Participation?
 The whole group should participate, as evenly as possible. While it may be necessary to divide up tasks or topics, the best presentations will have parts that come together to form a whole. 


The group can engage the class as well in the presentation in any appropriate way (keeping in mind the time limits). Since you will be “audience” for the majority of the presentations, I will expect you to be a more active than a passive audience—to the extent possible asking questions or making connections between books.

Writing? 
I will expect you to turn in two brief items in writing.:

1. 1-2 page “summary report” of the book you worked on, listing author and title, the main idea or ideas and things you found most interesting or thoughtful in it. Please comment as well on how accessible you found it—what were the difficulties and how did you handle them?  Due the day of your presentation.

2. 1 page response to other presentations. You don’t need to comment on all, but choose at least 3 other presentations to comment on—what you found interesting in the ideas communicated, in the manner of presentation, etc. The comments need not be extensive, but enough to give a clear idea of your understanding and appreciation.  Due Tuesday, April 4.

