PHIL123-02A: Philosophy of Human Nature
Dennis Beach OSB

December 4, 2003

Final paper: Existentialism and the Ethics of Ambguity
This paper will be based on an analysis of the film The Mission (released in 1986, directed by Roland Joffé and starring Robert De Niro and Jeremy Irons) using Simone de Beauvoir’s Ethics of Ambiguity. Be sure to use concrete examples based on the film to illustrate and explain your points about Beauvoir.

Film on reserve in both libraries. (VHS at CSB, VHS and Laserdisc at SJU)

Groups showings in Quad 346: 4:00 PM Sunday, Dec. 7; 7:00 PM Wed., Dec. 10
Write an essay in which you use characters in the The Mission to explain and make clear what Beauvoir says about possible human attitudes towards freedom. You must identify and explain the attitudes listed below. Make sure you explain what is involved in this particular character-type’s attitude towards freedom (according to Beauvoir’s philosophy) at the same time as you use the film to illustrate and concretize the attitude. In other words, don’t assume that something like nihilism or seriousness is already clear and simply point to examples in the story, but use the examples to explain what is important in understanding the various attitudes as responses to human freedom. You can follow any order you choose. If it is helpful to you, you can also use ideas from the Sartre reading that help explain Beauvoir’s position.
· Seriousness

· Either the nihilist’s, the child’s or the subhuman attitude towards freedom (choose one)

· The adventurer or the passionate person
· Genuine freedom

Since Beauvoir says that we shift among these attitudes in real life, you can use a given character or set of characters to explain more than one attitude if this seems useful. If needed you can also make some points by contrast, e.g., by saying, “If Mendoza had done a, b, and c [imagine and specify], he would demonstrate X attitude instead…[because…].”

Length limit: 1500 words (about 5 pages double-spaced; you can check word count in Microsoft Word under the “Tools.” menu).

You can consult the internet Movie Database website http://us.imdb.com/title/tt0091530/ for names, etc., if they are helpful. But you can simply take character names and use them. The Indians in the film are the Guarani, and the film is set on the border of modern day Paraguay, Peru and Brazil.

There is no need to worry about an artificial introduction or conclusion—simply get to the work of explaining the issues indicated. Make sure that your answer addresses the issues indicated and is not simply a personal interpretation of or response to the film.  However worthwhile such an essay might be, I will grade it according to how well it explains and illustrates the themes from Beauvoir specified.






