PHIL123: Philosophy of Human Nature
Dennis Beach, OSB

Writing Assignment: Rousseau
Spring 2001
Due Thursday, May 10.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau is an often-cited as well as often-criticized figure in the history of Western thought.  Some of his contemporary critics, notably Voltaire, accused him of presenting a degraded and ignoble conception of human nature.  Write an essay that addresses the question of the value of Rousseau’s ideas in the Discourse on the Origin of Inequality.

· Choose and be specific about which of Rousseau’s ideas you’re addressing.  Explain them accurately, being wary of oversimplifications (e.g., Noble Savage, etc.)

· Address specifically as well what value or lack of value you find in the ideas you choose.  Don’t just say that the ideas are or are not valuable, but explain what this value is and how it derives form the ideas.  Address the question of what the value of these ideas are for us as thinkers, as contemporary human beings.
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