PHIL180: Great Issues in Philosophy
Ortega y Gasset, Some Lessons in Metaphysics
I. Lesson I: Studying, Needs, Metaphysics. Prepare answers to the following questions and be ready to discuss them in class. Take notes—either in a notebook or use this “Word” document as a template, fill it in and print it out.

1. “We are going to study metaphysics, and in what we are going to do there is, for the moment, an element of falseness” (13).  Explain what is (and isn’t) false about studying metaphysics.

2. What is the difference between mediate and immediate necessity?   Be ready to give examples.

3. What are the two meanings of the word “curiosity”?  Can either type of curiosity lead to the creation of real knowledge, real science?

4. “Since studying has an element of falseness, we should just give up studying.”  Would Ortega agree or disagree with this statement?  Why?

