CORE101-37A Wrestling With God
Dennis Beach, OSB
Team Research, Discussion, and Essay Project
The Overall Idea
We will be working in teams to research certain questions and themes related to Catholic and Christian Social Teachings. Two assignments will be related to this: 
1. The team will conduct small group discussions in a “fish-bowl” style where discussion participants and leaders will be evaluated by the observers.
2. Each individual will find a theme or sub-topic within the more general theme and write a paper that uses both original sources and commentaries or contrasting opinions to discuss or illuminate an issue or social principle in light of Catholic and Christian Social Teaching.

Formation of Teams and Selection of Topics:
1. There will be 3 teams of 3 and 2 teams of 4 to cover our class of 17.

2. The teams can choose to focus on a “theme” issue as identified in our Social Teachings text or the NCCB website or it may choose an issue that will be informed by some one or more of the social teaching themes. It is possible and perhaps necessary to choose a theme and then narrow the discussion and paper topic  down within that.

3. Teams should contain either a 2-1 or a 2-2 gender split.

Materials for Discussion
The discussions your team conducts with groups of the class will be based on something you assign to the group to read. The team will be responsible for conducting the discussion in a way that solicits participation and that gets somewhere—processes a question or a text so as to understand it or to use it to shed new light on social issues and how we might think about them. Simply expressing opinions without grappling with the principles behind them and how they relate to the teachings themselves will characterize a poor discussion, and it will be up to leaders to try to steer the discussions way from this superficial way of just stating opinions to a substantive discussion of principles and issues in light of these principles.

The texts you assign for discussion should be of a length that will foster discussion. A full papal encyclical or Vatican document would be far too long, but a section of it, or of the Catechism or an article highlighting a principle—all these could work. Some of the Bishops’ statements are short enough to read the whole thing, and some are longer and would need to excerpted for the discussion. Ten pages of a document—perhaps even less—could easily be enough for a discussion if chosen well. If the document the group chooses is not available online, we can make photocopies—but you’ll have to get me the originals well ahead of time, so copies can be made in time.
The Paper
More on this later, but the paper will have to cite at least one papal document and, if possible, one bishops’ document that can be brought to bear on your issue and several contemporary commentaries on the issue from a responsible religious point of view.
