Core 101.37A: Wrestling with God 
Spring Semester 2004
Dennis Beach, OSB
Office: Q 362C, ph: 2997

2-4-6, 9:40, Quad 252
Home: Pat 121, ph: 2871
Office hours: 1-3-5: 1:00-3:00;  2-4-6: 11:00-noon; afternoons & evenings after 8 PM by appointment
Description: Our topic remains the human experience of God and of faith or difficulties with faith, but our approach will change from looking at these questions through fiction to looking at biography, history, scripture and explorations of social justice from a religious perspective. At the same time we will shift some of the emphasis of our written and classroom work to research, presentation and discussion-leading skills. We will also write a number of shorter essays, some as short as a paragraph or a page, so that we continue to work on mechanics, style and syntax—elements of good writing that remain needed in research writing.
Goals:  While our general goal remains the same—deepening our understanding of the human experience of God and of the struggle to maintain and live out one’s faith—our practical goals will focus in four areas, sometimes raising the bar a little from fall to spring semester:
1. We’ll seek to write thoughtful, engaging and purposeful essays that demonstrate a maturing ability with mechanics and style.

2. We’ll attempt to discover more deliberately what we do not yet know through what others can tell us by discussing with honesty and candor—not just offering opinions or unassailable proofs, but questions, hypotheses, ideas, fears and hopes.
3. We’ll master basic abilities to conduct focused research on topics that arise from our reading and to present these findings in standard academic formats while maintaining the quality of our writing.
4. We’ll develop confidence in speaking and presenting ideas to one another in some more formal ways, including engaging others in discussion of key issues.
There are also some much more specific goals related to research (area 3 above): 

a. developing competence in using college-level research tools, 
b. constructing informed and responsible bibliographies and accessing sources, 
c. reading and assimilating primary and secondary source material, and

d. incorporating this into our writing effectively, with respect for citation procedures.
Writing and Research :  These will go hand in hand this semester, with about half of our writing having something to do with research topics. However, because it is a mistake to think that a researched, documented paper represents the highest form of the art of writing, we will also continue writing shorter, focused essays to develop skills in both thinking and expression.

Our research projects this semester will take the following forms:

1. A shorter, focused research project on a historical person whose life has been very strongly affected by the claims of faith or struggles with faith in God.  St. Augustine, Dorothy Day, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Oscar Romero will serve as examples of such lives. This research will be presented to the class orally in a 6-8 minute presentation with a written summary.
2. A research project pursued in teams that will focus on a specific social justice issue and present that issue through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching as well as through published commentary on and discussion of this issue. The group will conduct class discussion(s) on readings they choose, and each member of the group will write a documented research paper focusing more specifically within the general topic area.
Reading: Most but not all of the texts we will study this semester are ones “left over” from your fall list. We will supplement these with the Rule of Benedict and a text on Catholic Social Teaching, as well as a few photocopied excerpts from writings of people we’ll watch films about. In addition, in teams you will be selecting readings (available through the internet or by photocopy) to engage the whole class more closely in discussion of research topics.
· RB 1980: The Rule of St. Benedict. Ed., Timothy Fry, OSB. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1982.
· Thomas Massaro, SJ. Living Justice: Catholic Social Teaching in Action. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000 (on order).

· Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Selections (photocopy).
· Dorothy Day. Selections (photocopy).
· Bible. We will look at the story of Old Testament story of David, the book of Ecclesiastes, selections from the prophets, and at least one of the gospels, time permitting.
· Augustine. Confessions. Trans. F.J. Sheed. Indianapolis: Hackett, 1993.

· Elie Wiesel, Night. Trans. Stella Rodway. New York: Bantam, 1982 (1960).
· Zvi Kolitz, Yosl Rakover Talks to God. Trans. Carol Brown Janeway. New Work: Vintage, 2000.
· Annie Dillard. For the Time Being. New York: Vintage, 2000.
· Michael Harvey. The Nuts and Bolts Guide to College Writing. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2003.
Attendance and Grading:  Attendance policy for Symposium is again necessarily strict. Cooperative learning required not only attendance, but active attendance.  Only serious illness and family emergencies are acceptable excuses.  Leaving early for a break is NOT an excuse, nor is a family vacation, a doctor’s appointment not related to a present illness, etc. You should contact me before missing class by e-mail, phone, etc., otherwise the absence may count double. Absences related to official school activities are excused as well, but you should make arrangements ahead of time to avoid conflicts in scheduling or make up work.
Your grade will be based on*:

1. (15%) Daily preparation and active, critical yet respectful participation in discussion .
2. (20%) Focused writing assignments throughout the semester.

3. (15%) Research and oral presentation on person whose life was shaped by religion.
4. (15%) Discussion preparation and leadership (related to larger, group research project).
5. (15%) Specific research tasks done throughout the semester (graded separately from final paper or presentation).
6. (20%) Individual research paper stemming from group research topic.

* Subject to revision if there are changes in assignments. All changes will be posted.

Schedule:  Again the schedule will be kept up to date on the web pages for the class. For general planning, the first research project will be due during mid- to late February, and the group reading/discussion projects in March or the first part of April. If is possible to schedule evening times to watch films, we can cancel a class to compensate for this time for each film we watch.
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