CSB/SJU DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
Celebrating Scholarship and Creativity Day – April 28, 2010

Senior Economics Majors Presentations of ECON 384 Capstone Research Projects

1:00pm – 2:15pm

CSB Main 006 – Financial Markets 


faculty convener:  Dan Zhao

Dylan Decker 
An Analysis of the Efficient Markets Hypothesis:  Earnings Growth and Share Prices

Kevin Fuchs 

Sovereign Wealth Funds 

Ang Li 
A Study on the Relationship Between Stock Prices and Trading Volume

CSB Main 009 – Growth & Development I 
faculty convener:  Sucharita Mukherjee

Michal Meehl 

The Bolivian Economy

Elizabeth Schmidtke 
An Economic Analysis of Switzerland’s Neutrality

Mark Sonkin 

Agriculture Policies in China, 1978 to the Present

CSB Main 320 – Microeconomics I 


faculty convener:  Parker Wheatley

Shawn Buermann 
Production Costs and Prices of Milk

Marcus Conway 
Developments in the Economics of Hog Production

Elizabeth McMurray 
An Economic Analysis of the Effects of Ethanol Production on Livestock and Livestock Feed Markets 

CSB Main 322 – Economics of Recreation 

faculty convener:  Dan Finn

Michael Schmalen 
The Economics of Migratory Bird Hunting

Matthew Vierling 
The Treaty of 1837 & the Quota System on Lake Mille Lacs 

CSB Main 323 – Growth & Development II 

faculty convener:  Louis Johnston

Mitchell Faust 
A Look at the Growth Experience of Hong Kong

Deangela Ferguson 
Education and Economic Growth in the Bahamas Since Independence 

Adam Larson 

Did Slavery Slow the Growth of Southern Railroads? 

CSB Main 324 – The Current Recession 

faculty convener:  John Olson

Ian Bouman 
The Effectiveness of The Federal Reserve’s Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility
Sean Cannon 
Current and Past Recessions of the United States: A Comparison of Macroeconomic Components

James Latterell 
What is Causing Banks to Hold Excess Reserves? 

CSB Main 356 – Labor Economics 


faculty convener:  Meg Lewis

Jeffrey Ludwig 
An Economic Analysis of Public Transportation Use and Its Effect on Unemployment
Kevin Neal 
How Tax Rates Affect the Proportion of Workers with Health Insurance

Ryan Noack 
The Effect of Recent Recessions on Unemployment Duration 

2:30pm – 3:45pm

CSB Main 009 – Environment 

faculty convener:  Sucharita Mukherjee

Patrick Brennan Hooley 
The Effectiveness of Access to Sustained Clean Water Sources for Increasing Economic Productivity

Nick Ukestad 

A Cost-Benefit Analysis of Smart Metering
Nicholas Blanco 
An Economic Analysis of Improving Energy Consumption in Single Family Homes

CSB Main 320 – Microeconomics II 


faculty convener:  Parker Wheatley

Brady Devaan 
How Do Retail Gasoline Prices Respond to Changes in Crude Oil Prices?
Bryan Rausch 
Supply and Demand’s Contributions to Corn Price Volatility

Michael Roering 
Marginal Tax Rates and Total Factor Productivity Growth in Manufacturing

CSB Main 322 – International Trade 


faculty convener:  Dan Finn

Jacob Koehler 

An Analysis of U.S. Trade During Recessions

Michael Steck 

NAFTA’s Effects on U.S. Trade

Ted Hooley 
La apertura neoliberal:  A Comparison and Contrast of Trade Policy Reforms in Pinochet’s Chile and Franco’s Spain

CSB Main 323 – Growth & Development III 
faculty convener:  Louis Johnston

Chelsea Kolb 

An Economic Analysis of Minnesota State Aid to Counties 

Drew McPherson 
Does an Increase in Patent Activity Lead to Economic Growth?

Michael Wollmering 
The Effects of Human Capital Accumulation on Minnesota’s Economic Growth

CSB Main 324 – Savings & Consumption 

faculty convener:  John Olson

Ethan Eid 

Explaining the U.S. Personal Savings Rate Since 1980

Sara Hoffman 

Understanding U.S. Household Savings 

Peter Woodruff 
The Effect of the U.S. Budget Deficit on Consumption – Testing the Ricardian Equivalence Proposition

CSB Main 356 – Labor & Sports 


faculty convener:  Meg Lewis

Joe Feldmeier 
Testing the Efficient Market Hypothesis in the National Football League Betting Market
Nicholas Retzlaff 
The NBA Minimum Age Policy from a Player's Perspective:  An Economic Analysis of Determining When to Turn Pro 

Carson Sievert 
Play for Pay:  The Effects of “Walk Year” Performance on Major League Baseball Free Agent Contracts
4:00pm – 5:00pm 
3rd Floor CSB Main Rotunda

Department Reception for Students, Parents, Friends, & Scholarship Recipients

