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SYLLABUS

This syllabus contains important information concerning the course and work expected of you.  To avoid misunderstandings, please read it very carefully and ask any questions you have.

Course Description and Objectives

To quote the college catalog:  “First-year Symposium is a required two-semester course (4 credits each semester) designed to help students develop skills in thinking, speaking and writing which they will continue to use and refine during the rest of their academic careers.  These skills are developed interdependently – reading stimulates thinking; thinking stimulates writing, listening and speaking; writing and speaking in turn stimulates thinking.  Symposium employs discussion and writing as primary learning methods, thus encouraging students to take an active part in their learning from the beginning of college study (p. 12).”

More specifically, the CSB/SJU Faculty established FYS Student-Learning Goals by approving the following at the September 13, 2001 Joint Faculty Assembly:
1)
Writing Goal:  Upon completion of FYS, students will be able to communicate ideas effectively through writing at a level appropriate for beginning second-year undergraduates.

2)
Reading Goal:  Upon the completion of FYS, students will be able to read complex texts critically at a level appropriate for beginning second-year undergraduates.

3)
Information Literacy Goal:  Students will be proficient in the application of information literacy to their writing, speaking and research.

4)
a. Oral Communication Goal: Upon completion of FYS, students will be able to communicate ideas effectively through oral presentation at a level appropriate for beginning second-year undergraduates.

b. Oral Communication Goal: Students will learn the skills needed to become effective participants in discussion.

During this year in our FYS section, you will achieve these goals, developing these skills by exploring the questions “what is globalization?” and “what are its effects?”  We will pose these questions in areas ranging from economics to politics to literature and culture.  In the fall semester the emphasis will be on improving your skills in reading, writing, and discussion.  Some time will also be spent on oral presentation and research skills.  During the spring semester we will focus on writing, research, and oral presentation skills.
What First-year Symposium is not…

There are many myths and legends surrounding FYS, some of which you may have already heard and some you will hear over the course of the year.  Let’s dispel some of them right away.

1. FYS is not a college version of “home room” or “camp”.  It is a course like any other in that you have regular assignments, exams and grades.  There is important academic work to be accomplished.  Each instructor has a different style and approach to FYS, so each section is different, but it is a college course.  It is not a vehicle for social activities with course work added on to it.
2. Exams and/or quizzes are given in FYS at the discretion of each instructor.  There is no “rule” against giving exams or quizzes.
3. Your instructor is your academic advisor during your first year.  This means that they will advise you in selecting courses, mapping out your college plans, and guiding you through the graduation requirements.  This does not mean that they will keep track of your academic requirements for you.  You must take responsibility for ensuring that you are keeping up with your graduation requirements.  In particular, you are responsible for making sure that you fulfill the Skills for Healthy Living requirement and the Fine Arts Experience (FAE) requirement during your first year.  Your instructor will not be watching over your shoulder reminding you of what to do.

Reading Materials

The required reading materials we will be using in the course during the coming year are listed below.  These eight items can be purchased at the CSB Bookstore (in Mary Commons).

1.  The Bedford Handbook (6th edition) by Diana Hacker.  Boston/New York:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002.
2.  Hammond Historical World Atlas (2000 edition).  Maplewood:  Hammond, 2000.
3.  The Lexus and the Olive Tree by Thomas L. Friedman.  New York:  Anchor, 2000.
4.  Globalization and Its Discontents by Joseph E. Stiglitz.  New York:  W.W. Norton, 2003.
5.  course packet for CORE 100-32A (pink cover) containing duplicated copy of Savages and Civilization, Who Will Survive? by Jack Weatherford.  New York:  Crown, 1994.
6.  course packet for CORE 100-32A (off-white cover) containing 14 photocopied articles

7.  Prayer and Community, the Benedictine Tradition by Columba Stewart, OSB.  Maryknoll, New York:  Orbis Books, 1998.
8.  RB 1980:  The Rule of St. Benedict in English edited by Timothy Fry.  Collegeville:  The Liturgical Press, 1982.
Some suggested items you may find of great use during the year and your college career are a three-ring loose-leaf notebook/binder with tabbed dividers (a good place to keep drafts of your writing, course assignments and handouts, and other materials), lined notebook paper and/or 8 ½ x 11 legal pads (most professors, including me, will not accept pages with ragged edges torn from spiral notebooks), a bunch of good pens (black or dark blue ink) which are comfortable to write with, a good college-level dictionary (a reference for correct spelling and/or finding a word’s exact meaning, a good thesaurus may also help in finding the right word), a stapler and staple-remover.

Classes, Assignments, Activities, and Grades
You should view this FYS section as a community of learners with each member working to improve their skills to achieve the FYS student-learning goals.  While the course is largely focused upon learning and developing skills, our subject content (globalization) serves as material on which to practice those skills.  In addition to working on achieving the skill-goals and learning about globalization, you will also begin to learn about the sponsoring religious communities, Benedictine values, and the meaning and value of a liberal education.  In these various endeavors, we will sometimes meet with another FYS section which is studying the same topic (globalization) and reading the same materials.

The fall semester is divided into four units, each roughly several weeks long.   Schedules of daily assignments and class activities will be distributed at the start of each unit.  For many of the class meetings you will have a reading and/or writing assignment to be done before class.  We will also write and discuss in class.  Frequent writing assignments will lead you to discover your thoughts about a subject and will help you to improve your writing.  In order to contribute effectively and to get the most out of each class meeting, you must come to class prepared.  It is your responsibility to have completed the reading, writing, and other assignments prior to class.  It also means coming to class prepared to be a thoughtful listener and considerate speaker.
Within each unit you will develop and write one graded essay – each of the four essays addresses a different type of writing.  You will receive feedback (comments, suggestions) and evaluation on your writing from your instructor and from your peers through individual and group conferences; and you will be doing some self-evaluation.  Also within each unit you will have one graded discussion.  A discussion is a focused conversation with topics, listeners, and speakers.  As we progress through each unit and the semester, you will develop skills in small- and large-group discussions by practicing and evaluating what you do.
During the semester you will learn new skills and sharpen your existing skills through a series of library meetings and research assignments.  This will provide you with the "nuts and bolts" of research and writing and prepares you for research papers that you will write throughout your college career and beyond.
The FYS program requires that we conduct two writing assessments.  The first is administered in class on Friday, August 29th.  The second will be administered during the assigned final exam period at the end of Spring 2004 term.  You are required to participate in both assessments and you will receive grades for your participation.

Course grades are determined by applying weights of:
  5 % 
on the first writing assessment

12 % 
on each of four written essays (total = 48%)

  9 % 
on each of four evaluated discussions (total = 36%)


11 % 
on other assignments during the semester

The professor reserves the right to adjust the weights so that the course grade properly reflects the student's course performance.

Course Policies, Administration, and Other Matters

The course functions within the established institutional policies set forth in the relevant sections of the 2003-2005 CSB/SJU Academic Catalog and the student handbooks (the CSB Every Woman's Guide and the SJU J‑Book).  All three are published and available on-line through the CSB/SJU website.  Consult them and familiarize yourself with the policies, procedures, and student responsibilities.

Regular class attendance is required.  Because participating in class is an important element for learning (both yours and the other students), you will want to minimize any absences.  Absences or a lack of participation are likely to affect the quality of your work, thus lowering your grade.  If you expect to be absent, you must notify me in advance by e-mail or voice-mail – your message should include an explanation for your absence.  Absences due to illness or a college‑scheduled conflict are excusable, but you are responsible for obtaining missed material and assignments made in class, and suggesting (if appropriate and possible) how you intend to remedy the missed class.  Unexcused absences cannot be remedied.
You are reminded that any work you submit must be your own with proper citations; recall that presenting another's work as your own is plagiarism and subject to severe penalties.  The CSB/SJU institutional policy on academic honesty will be enforced in this course.  Please consult the 2003-2005 CSB/SJU Academic Catalog (“Academic Honesty” and “Plagiarism” on pp. 24-25) or the on-line student handbooks (the CSB Every Woman’s Guide or the SJU J-Book) for the details of this policy.
If you have been diagnosed with a learning or physical disability, and have informed the college, the Office of Academic Advising will notify me and provide information on appropriate accommodations.  If you have been diagnosed but have not advised the college, you may wish to do so in order to gain access to the support systems in place.  If you believe you may have an undiagnosed learning or physical disability, you can notify Academic Advising or your instructor to get assistance.

This syllabus and some materials for the course, as well as other information, can be accessed at the professor’s web site at http://employees.csbsju.edu/jolson/.  A public folder in the Outlook program on the CSB/SJU computing network also exists for this course.  Its location is:  Public Folders / All Public Folders / Academic / Economics / John Olson / FYS.  The syllabus and copies of course-related e-mails (with file attachments) will be posted in the public folder.

My office is Room 331 in the 3rd floor Teresa Rotunda area of the CSB Main Building.  My office hours for Fall 2003 are 10am to Noon on even (2-4-6) cycle days.  If these times create a conflict for you, please arrange another mutually convenient time with me.  My office phone is 363‑5406; please leave messages on voice mail.  I can be contacted via e-mail at jolson@csbsju.edu.  If you have problems with the course or have suggestions, please let me know.
