Student’s Name:  ______________________________  

FYS GROUP DISCUSSION RUBRIC  

1 = Unsatisfactory      2 = Satisfactory     3 = Excellent

	Content

1.  Participates in the discussion by making 
     relevant statements.

2.  Makes contributions that reflect critical reading /    

     preparation for class.  

3.  Appropriately challenges the accuracy, logic, or clarity of 

     statements made by others.


	 1          2         3
___      ___     ___

___      ___     ___

___      ___     ___



	Discussion Skills

1.  Shows respect for others’ statements.
2.  Invites contributions of others.

3.  Furthers the discussion.


	1           2         3
___      ___     ___

___      ___     ___

___      ___     ___




COMMENTS:

Content

1. Participates in the discussion by making relevant statements.


Students achieving the satisfactory or higher level here offer comments that are germane to the general discussion topic.  The comments may be based on the readings, but may also make connections with prior statements by others.  Silence, or interjecting comments that are not connected to the conversation, should be seen as unsatisfactory.

2. Makes contributions that reflect critical reading/preparation for class.

Students achieving the satisfactory or higher level here support their statements 

with reference to specific pieces of evidence in the reading (or assignment) and/or present reasoned explanations for their statements that are rooted in the assigned text(s).  Students who only offer their own opinions or respond to previous comments without offering new material drawn from out-of-class preparation would be rated unsatisfactory in this category.

3. Appropriately challenges the accuracy, logic, or clarity of statements made by others.


Students achieving the satisfactory or higher level here will respond directly to statements made by others, but do so in a respectful and collegial manner.  A simple “why do you think that” would rate satisfactory.  Asking a peer how s/he would reconcile a previously stated argument with a particular piece of evidence in the reading would be seen as excellent.   Students who do not respond directly to their peers, or who do so without appropriate evidence or in a disrespectful manner, should be rated unsatisfactory.

Discussion Skills

1. Shows respect for others’ statements.

Students achieving the satisfactory or higher level here listen actively, avoid excessive interruption, and make statements that show that they heard what others said.  (The latter can include affirming prior comments, asking for additional information, or summarizing.)   Students whose body language reveals a lack of interest, those who repeatedly interrupt, and those who “contribute” with monologues that don’t reference the prior discussion should be seen as unsatisfactory in this category.    

2. Invites the contributions of others.


Students achieving the satisfactory level here occasionally ask another student

for his/her view.  An excellent student consistently keeps track of those who have not been involved and brings them into the conversation appropriately.  Students who never encourage others should be rated unsatisfactory.  

3. Furthers the discussion.


Students achieving the satisfactory or higher level here ask pertinent questions that deepen the conversation or move the discussion forward by raising new, related topics.  They also may summarize disagreements and seek to highlight central issues.  Students who simply continue to make statements in support of their position should be rated as unsatisfactory in this area.
