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SYLLABUS

This syllabus contains important information concerning the course and work expected of you.  To avoid misunderstandings, please read it very carefully and ask any questions you have.

Course Description and Objectives

This course is the spring semester continuation of the year-long First-Year Symposium.  To quote the college catalog:  “First-year Symposium is a required two-semester course (4 credits each semester) designed to help students develop skills in thinking, speaking and writing which they will continue to use and refine during the rest of their academic careers.  These skills are developed interdependently – reading stimulates thinking; thinking stimulates writing, listening and speaking; writing and speaking in turn stimulates thinking.  Symposium employs discussion and writing as primary learning methods, thus encouraging students to take an active part in their learning from the beginning of college study (p. 12).”

More specifically, the CSB/SJU Faculty established FYS Student-Learning Goals by approving the following at the September 13, 2001 Joint Faculty Assembly:
1)
Writing Goal:  Upon completion of FYS, students will be able to communicate ideas effectively through writing at a level appropriate for beginning second-year undergraduates.

2)
Reading Goal:  Upon the completion of FYS, students will be able to read complex texts critically at a level appropriate for beginning second-year undergraduates.

3)
Information Literacy Goal:  Students will be proficient in the application of information literacy to their writing, speaking and research.

4)
a. Oral Communication Goal: Upon completion of FYS, students will be able to communicate ideas effectively through oral presentation at a level appropriate for beginning second-year undergraduates.

b. Oral Communication Goal: Students will learn the skills needed to become effective participants in discussion.

During the year in our FYS section, these goals will be achieved and these skills developed by exploring the questions “what is globalization?” and “what are its effects?”  We will pose these questions in areas ranging from economics to politics to literature and culture.  In the fall semester the emphasis was on improving your skills in reading, writing, and discussion.  Some time was also spent on oral presentation and research skills.  During the spring semester we will focus on reading, writing, research, oral discussion leadership, and oral presentation skills.
Your FYS instructor remains as your academic advisor during your first year – advising you in selecting courses, mapping out your college plans, and guiding you through the graduation requirements.  During the spring semester you will be required to find a new academic advisor to assume those duties for your second year at CSB/SJU.  In any case, you must continue to keep track of your academic requirements for you – you must take responsibility for ensuring that you are keeping up with your graduation requirements.  In particular, you are responsible for making sure that you fulfill the Skills for Healthy Living requirement and the Fine Arts Experience (FAE) requirement during your first year.  Your advisor(s) will not be watching over your shoulder reminding you of what to do.

Reading Materials

The required reading materials we will be using this semester are the same as those employed in the fall semester.  These eight items are: 
1.  The Bedford Handbook (6th edition) by Diana Hacker.  Boston/New York:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002.
2.  Hammond Historical World Atlas (2000 edition).  Maplewood:  Hammond, 2000.
3.  The Lexus and the Olive Tree by Thomas L. Friedman.  New York:  Anchor, 2000.
4.  Globalization and Its Discontents by Joseph E. Stiglitz.  New York:  W.W. Norton, 2003.
5.  course packet for CORE 100-32A (pink cover) containing duplicated copy of Savages and Civilization, Who Will Survive? by Jack Weatherford.  New York:  Crown, 1994.
6.  course packet for CORE 100-32A (off-white cover) containing 14 photocopied articles

7.  Prayer and Community, the Benedictine Tradition by Columba Stewart, OSB.  Maryknoll, New York:  Orbis Books, 1998.
8.  RB 1980:  The Rule of St. Benedict in English edited by Timothy Fry.  Collegeville:  The Liturgical Press, 1982.
The suggested items from the fall semester (a three-ring loose-leaf binder with tabbed dividers, lined notebook paper and/or 8 ½ x 11 legal pads, good pens (black or dark blue ink), college-level dictionary, a good thesaurus, a stapler and staple-remover) will continue to be helpful.
Classes, Assignments, Activities, and Grades
The same values which guided the class as a community of learners in the fall semester continue to apply during the spring.  In the spring semester the focus of our course activities changes from the fall, so the organization and schedule of the semester is a bit different.
As before, there will still be reading and writing assignments to be done before class, in preparation for in-class discussions.  Frequent writing assignments will lead you to discover your thoughts about a subject and will help you to improve your writing and ability to participate meaningfully in discussions.  (For some reading/writing assignments, you have an option of submitting them for reading and a “grade” – submission is not required for the course grading, but can provide you with additional feedback during the semester.  If the “grades” on these assignments improve your course grade, they will be factored in; otherwise, not.)

There will be activities devoted to developing discussion leadership skills and you will lead a small group discussion for a grade.  The primary graded endeavor of the spring semester will be for you to develop, research, and write a 10-20 page, college-level documented research paper.  And there will be activities to develop public speaking and oral presentation skills in preparation for a formal oral presentation of your research project.   The full schedule of daily assignments and class activities is at the end of this syllabus.

In order to contribute effectively and to get the most out of each class meeting, you must come to class prepared.  It is your responsibility to have completed the reading, writing, and other assignments prior to class.

As in the fall semester, the CSB/SJU Writing Centers can be of immense help to you in various stages of your writing.  Besides tutorial assistance, they have a number of other features and services available – their web-site is http://www.csbsju.edu/writingcenters/ .  You will also find the reference librarians can be of tremendous assistance in helping you to locate resources for your research project/paper.
The FYS program requires that we conduct two writing assessments.  The first was administered in class at the beginning of the fall semester and the second will be administered during the assigned final exam period at the end of Spring 2004 term (Friday, May 7th, 8am to 10am).  You are required to participate in these assessments and they were/are part of your semester course grades.

Course grades are determined by applying weights of:
10 % 
on initial thesis statement and explanation

10 % 
on initial research outline

15 % 
on first draft of research paper

10 % 
on oral discussion leadership


15 % 
on the formal oral presentation 

30 % 
on the final research paper

10 % 
on the end of the semester diagnostic/assessment essay
The professor reserves the right to adjust the weights so that the course grade properly reflects the student's course performance.

Course Policies, Administration, and Other Matters

The course functions within the established institutional policies set forth in the relevant sections of the 2003-2005 CSB/SJU Academic Catalog and the student handbooks (the CSB Every Woman's Guide and the SJU J‑Book).  All three are published and available on-line through the CSB/SJU website (see links below).  Consult these documents and familiarize yourself with the policies, procedures, and student responsibilities.

Regular class attendance is required.  Because participating in class is an important element for learning (both yours and the other students), you will want to minimize any absences.  Absences or a lack of participation are likely to affect the quality of your work, thus lowering your grade.  If you expect to be absent, you must notify me in advance by e-mail or voice-mail – your message should include an explanation for your absence.  Absences due to illness or a college‑scheduled conflict are excusable, but you are responsible for obtaining missed material and assignments made in class, and suggesting (if appropriate and possible) how you intend to remedy the missed class.  Unexcused absences cannot be remedied.
You are reminded that any work you submit must be your own with proper citations; recall that presenting another's work as your own is plagiarism and subject to severe penalties.  The CSB/SJU institutional policies on academic honesty and plagiarism will be enforced in this course.  For the details of these policies, consult the 2003-2005 CSB/SJU Academic Catalog (“Academic Honesty” & “Plagiarism” on pp. 24-25 or at http://www.csbsju.edu/catalog/2003-2005/Academic_Programs/Rights_and_Responsibilities/default.htm) or student handbooks (the CSB Every Woman’s Guide at http://www.csbsju.edu/ewg/Academic_Policies.htm or the SJU J-Book at http://www.csbsju.edu/jbook/policies/ ).
If you have been diagnosed with a learning or physical disability, and have informed the college, the Office of Academic Advising will notify me and provide information on appropriate accommodations.  If you have been diagnosed but have not advised the college, you may wish to do so in order to gain access to the support systems in place.  If you believe you may have an undiagnosed learning or physical disability, you can notify Academic Advising or your instructor to get assistance.

As in the fall semester, this syllabus and some materials for the course, as well as other information, can be accessed at the professor’s web-site maintained for the course at 
http://employees.csbsju.edu/jolson/FYS/FYS.htm.  A public folder in the Outlook program on the CSB/SJU computing network also exists for this course and contains the syllabus and copies of course-related e-mails (with file attachments.  Its location is:  Public Folders / All Public Folders / Academic / Economics / John Olson / FYS.
My office is Room 331 in the 3rd floor Teresa Rotunda area of the CSB Main Building.  Office hours for Spring 2004 are 10am to Noon on even (2-4-6) cycle days.  If these times create a conflict for you, please arrange another mutually convenient time with me.  My office phone is 363‑5406; please leave messages on voice mail.  Or send e-mail to jolson@csbsju.edu.  If you have problems with the course or have suggestions, please let me know.
Spring Semester Assignments


Date 

Assignments
Jan. 
12 
M 
(1) 
In Class:  course/semester introduction







 extemporaneous speaking activity

14 
W 
(3) 
Read: 
review Friedman, chaps. 1-7




Write: 
prepare one-page synopsis/summary of Part One




In Class:  read synopses






discussion about leading discussions


16 
F 
(5) 
Read: 
Friedman, chaps. 8 & 9




In Class:  discuss reading


20 
Tu 
(1) 
Read: 
Friedman, chaps. 10 – 12




In Class:  discuss reading


22 
Th 
(3) 
Read: 
Friedman, chaps. 13 & 14




Write: 
prepare one-page synopsis/summary of Part Two




In Class:  read synopses/summaries







discuss reading


26 
M 
(5) 
No Class Meeting


28 
W 
(1) 
Read: 
Friedman, chaps. 15 & 16




Write: 
prepare one-page synopsis/summary of Part Three




In Class:  read synopses/summaries







discuss reading


30 
F 
(3) 
Read: 
Friedman, chaps. 17-20




Write: 
prepare one-page synopsis/summary of Part Four




In Class:  read synopses/summaries







discuss reading

Feb. 
3
Tu 
(5) 
Read: 
Weatherford, pp. 1-56




In Class:  discuss reading

5 
Th 
(1)
Read: 
Weatherford, pp. 57-104




In Class:  discuss reading


9 
M 
(3) 
Arranged small-group meetings to discuss research topics.  Prior to 

11 
W 
(5) 
meeting, think about potential topics; after meeting, begin locating 

13 
F 
(1) 
sources and developing topic and thesis.  Also read Weatherford, 




chapters 8 -13.


Date 

Assignments
Feb.
17 
Tu 
(3) 
In Class:  individual reports on research project topics

19 
Th 
(5) 
Read: 
Hacker, chapters 49, 50, & 53




Write: 
prepare draft research thesis statement(s)/question(s)





In Class:  developing/sharpening research thesis statement/question

23 
M 
(1) 
Write: 
revised research thesis statement/question along with one 






paragraph explanation/discussion (graded – 10%)





begin draft outline for research project





In Class:  review of draft outlines


25 
W 
(3) 
Write: 
Revise draft outline for submission (graded – 10%)




In Class:  locating and evaluating research information

27 
F 
(5) 
Research and Write:  for the next two months, you have a standing 







assignment each day to work on one or more steps of 






your research project/paper – locating/securing/reading 







sources, making notes and writing, thinking and revising 







your outline as necessary, writing and revising.




Read: 
Weatherford, pp. 105-152





In Class:  discussion of Weatherford readings 
CSB/SJU Spring Break – Feb. 28 to March 7

March 
9 
Tu 
(1) 
Read: 
Weatherford, pp. 153-194




In Class: discussion of Weatherford

11 
Th 
(3) 
Read: 
Weatherford, pp. 195-241




In Class:  discussion of Weatherford


15 
M 
(5) 
Read: 
Weatherford, pp. 242-291




In Class:  discussion of Weatherford


17 
W 
(1) 
In Class:  bring rough draft of research paper to class for reading 








 and comments in small groups






 set up schedules for led discussions & oral presentations


19 
F 
(3) 
No Class Meeting – work on research paper

23 
Tu 
(5) 
Read: 
Stiglitz, Preface, Acknowledgements, & pp. 1-52




In Class: led small group discussions (graded – 10%)

25 
Th 
(1) 
Read: 
Stiglitz, pp. 53-88




In Class: led small group discussions (graded – 10%)

Date 

Assignments
March
29 
M 
(3) 
Read: 
Stiglitz, pp. 89-165




In Class: led small group discussions (graded – 10%)

31 
W 
(5) 
Write:  Complete first draft of research paper due (graded – 15%)





In Class:  presentation/discussion about formal oral presentations

April 
2 
F 
(1) 
Read: 
Stiglitz, pp. 166- 194




In Class: led small group discussions (graded – 10%)

6 
Tu 
(3) 
Read: 
Stiglitz, pp. 195-258




In Class: led small group discussions (graded – 10%)
CSB/SJU Easter Recess – April 8th to 12th

13 
Tu 
(5) 
In Class:  formal oral presentations (graded 15%)

15 
Th 
(1) 


(3 presentations per period) 

19 
M 
(3) 

practice oral presentation;


21 
W 
(5) 

continue revising and polishing research paper


23 
F 
(1) 

27 
Tu 
(3) 

29 
Th 
(5) 
Last Class Meeting




Due:  Research Paper (graded – 30%) 

Monday, May 3rd, Study Day

Final Exam Period – May 7th, Friday, 8am – 10am 
Final Assessment Essay (graded – 10%)
