Writing Assignment #1: 1

HONR100.03A: The Quest For Social Justice

Dennis Beach, OSB

1st Writing Assignment: Due Friday, September 15
Our course this year addresses the quest for social justice, and we’re beginning by reading Plato.  Write an essay (1200 word maximum) discussing what we can learn about that quest from either the Euthyphro or the Crito.  [Note that when I refer to the dialogues as works, I italicize or underline them; if I were to refer to the characters, it would simply be Euthyphro or Crito.]  You are free to use the Apology as well, but I’d like you to base your argument on one of the two dialogues.  Thus you can use something from the Apology to help interpret or explain something we see in the Euthyphro or the Crito, to expand upon a point and give it emphasis, focus the point(s) you’re making on the dialogue you choose.

My advice is to choose one important point and explore it in some depth, discussing why it is important, how the dialogue teaches us or gives us insight about it, and perhaps even what kinds of problems arise if this is not understood (problems that may be personified by Euthyphro or Crito).   Good writing (and thinking) grapples intelligently with an issue that it focuses on , perhaps exploring it from several angles, but keeping these unified.  You may be tempted to give us a laundry list of insights that we might glean from reading Plato, but I would like you to weigh these insights and choose one you think most important.  Of course, sometimes you can unite several points under one comprehensive insight, but if you do this, make sure the thesis truly unites these points.  An “and thesis”—one that says “A and B and C”—often does not have unity.  However, a thesis that says, “Course A steers the correct path between problems B and C” does promise a real unity.  Thus, if your main point is to contrast two (or more) understandings of justice, or various ways even to approach the question, it is perfectly possible to unite them.

Since this is our first writing assignment, I’ll lay out a few basic ground rules: 

1. Follow Rules 12 and 13 in The Elements of Style.  It’s not that you can ignore all other rules, but these are two places to start as regards the organization and structure of what you have to say.

2. Check Rule 16 as well, which has more to do with the words you use than the structure of the essay.

3. Double-space the essay, using a fairly standard, 12 point font.   Always number your pages!  It is best to use a simple heading from one of the standard manuals.   

4. If you want to find a Guide or use a Microsoft Word template to format your paper this way, you can find a template in the public folder for our class available through Microsoft Outlook or Exchange.   Look in your e-mail folder list under: Public Folders-All Public Folders-Academic-Philosophy-Dennis Beach-Symposium.










