HONR100.03A: The Quest For Social Justice

Dennis Beach, OSB

2nd Writing Assignment: Due Wednesday, October 18

Length: Somewhat between 3-5 pages, i.e., 1000-1500 words
We have written three “starters” or drafts, and your assignment is to take one of these starters and turn it into a full-fledged paper.  This may entail substantial revision by you of the task or purpose of the original starter, or you may choose to continue and complete the assignment as begun.  However, you should in any case re-think the assignment substantially by asking what you really want to say about it.  It’s better to completely take over the assignment and reshape it according to some purpose you discover, something you are interested in thinking about.  Some suggestions:

1. From the Plato assignment, you could go in a number of different directions.  You may choose to reflect further on how we learn something that we really think is a virtue or a moral value.  If you can use one or several experiences to argue that what Socrates describes as “recollection” actually is helpful in understanding how we learn what virtue is, or how we learn to be virtuous, this would be a good approach.  You might use one well developed experience, or several smaller ones.

a. You may choose to completely re-start this by choosing a different theme that emerges from the Meno and write about this.  For example, you could write about the proper philosophical attitude for pursuing an important question, using Meno and/or Socrates as examples (of good, bad, however you see them).  There are other possibilities: if you have an idea of something you’d like to think about after reading the Meno, go for it.

2. With the starter about the poorest person you know, you could go in several directions, perhaps taking off from our discussion, perhaps going in a direction we neglected.  If you want to talk about problems with diversity or how we tend to get stuck in homogenized classes based on your experience, do so.  Your paper should include some sort of reflection, some thinking about implications, and simply pure description.  Perhaps take a hint from Dr. David Hilfiker’s reflections or from the Tolstoy story to do this.

3. The starters on the Tolstoy story might lead you to a more straightforward paper on what you find as an important or the important theme of the story, or they may lead you from reflection on the story to reflection on our world and your experience.

With #2 and #3, if you want to connect what you’re writing about to Socrates somehow, this would be fine.  Jim said something in class about characters in the Tolstoy story lacking a certain Socratic reflection or examination of their world and their lives in it. (Would this include the narrator?)  I find this topic interesting.

