HONR100.03A: The Quest For Social Justice

Dennis Beach, OSB

3rd Writing Assignment: Due Thursday, November 9

We have again written three starters, two dealing with Our America and one with The House on Mango Street.  While these exercises have served to prompt discussion on these books, and it’s quite possible you will use something of what you’ve written for your paper, I’d like you to choose and shape the topic on your own.  Here are some guidelines:

1. Your paper should be about something you find interesting and important, something for which one or both of these books provides a basis for reflection and writing.  Caution: I’d try to avoid using the vague words “interesting” and “important” in your own introduction or thesis; I used them here for their generality, to avoid steering your topic too much in one way or another.

2. You might take into consideration the fact that both of these books gives us a somewhat intimate, personal view of issues that are often discussed in more general, perhaps even stereotyped terms.  One of the reasons I chose them was to try to take us past stereotypes.  It’s not that the stereotype we might have had are false, but that they lack the concrete human reality that these personal stories offer.

3. Your paper can deal with either book separately or with both.  Make sure you have a clear focus, especially if you address both books.  It is possible to do a good job using both books: we noticed, for example, that both books offer us a chance to reflect on the meaning of home.  Both also offer a perspective on how urban kids develop a certain insider mentality, one that may have both positive and negative repercussions.  However, the focusing idea or thesis that you develop should unify your paper, no matter whether you focus on one or both.

4. The first time you introduce a book in your essay, you should mention the author(s) and title, doing it in a way that makes this information a readable, integral part of your own writing.  This can be done very simply and straightforwardly: “Esperanza Cordero, the presiding consciousness in Sandra Cisneros’s The House on Mango Street…”; “as described by LeAlan Jones and Lloyd Newman in Our America: Life and Death on the South Side of Chicago.”  For at least Our America, it will likely be helpful to mention at least briefly something about the context of the book.

