Honors 100:03A: The Quest For Social Justice

Br . Dennis Beach, OSB

Writing Assignment for Tuesday, Oct 2

This is exploratory, so don’t start out constructing a thesis and proving it.  Also, it is a draft, which means that it should have some form, but not necessarily final form.  But it should be more than an outline.

Think of a time when you came to a realization (or when you learned something) about what you think is good, what is virtuous or what is not good, not virtuous.  [I guess that what partakes of vice rather than virtue could be said to be vicious rather than virtuous.]  Simply describe or narrate the experience in order to remember it.  Be as concrete as you can in recalling what you experienced and how you came to this new or deepened realization.

As you write, ask yourself how you could identify this as virtue if you didn’t know it was virtue ahead of time.  I presume that if you did know ahead of time, you wouldn’t have had that sense of learning or discovery, that sense of “epiphany” or revelation.  Then ask yourself if there is anything in what Socrates says about how “what we call learning is recollection” in the Meno that can help you explain or understand your experience better.  You may have a different explanation than Socrates, but at least try to see whether it provides any insights at all. 

Joe’s right—this is challenging.  Don’t you love a good challenge?!

Dennis

