
CHINA ORIENTATION


SESSION #2  Ardolf Science Center 104, CSB

March 13, 2004
1. Updates on Passports/Visas, Questions, Answers, Public Folders
2. Handbook Issues:  Student Expectations
3. Remaining Orientation Sessions.  Must attend all sessions.  April 6 (Tu, 7 PM, D3), May 1 (Sat, 3PM)
4. Prelude to Survival Kit for Overseas Living: Discussion of “Body Ritual of the Nacirema”.
5. Discussion of Survival Kit for Overseas Living--general issues for intercultural communicators

A.
Which sections raised questions, thoughts, concerns for you?

B.
Culture shock section outlines 4 major phases most people experience

1.
Initial euphoria (honeymoon phase)

2.
Irritability and hostility (critical phase)

3.
Gradual adjustment (adapting, some acculturation)

4.
Adaptation and biculturalism (for long-term sojourners)


If you’ve experienced this previously, describe how you felt and how you dealt with it.



Do you have specific concerns about culture shock in China?

A book that comes highly recommend is “The Ugly American” -- check out the reviews in the link above.  The book will give you more insight into chapter 4 in Survival Kit for Overseas Living
C.
Worldview--living abroad helps clarify your own world view as well as another culture’s worldview
1.  Deals with major life questions and answers -- god, universe, nature, life

2.  Read “The Green Banana” (available from web page) --gets at how every culture has a “center” from which all cultural beliefs spring
3.  Read “How Language Tells All” (available from web page)
D.
More preparation is better--can never fully prepare, but you’ll adjust faster the more you know.  
For next meeting (April 6, Tues., 7 PM, D3)
· Read "Encountering the Chinese" 
· As you reading, answer the following questions:  Let’s Play Q and A from Chapter 14 of “Survival Kit For Overseas Living”.  (available from web page)   
