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Take Home Question – Test 2
NAME:  _________________________

We have spent much time and effort this semester exploring the differences and similarities between TCM and modern medicine, as well as between Eastern and Western ways of thinking.  All of us are medical consumers. A major goal of this Natural Science course was to use critical analysis in evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of each tradition, without blindly accepting either.  Turn in typed answers to the following questions at the start of the test on Friday morning, 4/29. This part of the test should not exceed two pages.
1. (10 pt) For modern “Western” medicine, summarize its:

· strengths (5)
· weaknesses (5)
2. (10 pt) For traditional Chinese medicine, summarize its:

· Strengths (5)
· Weaknesses(5)
3. (20 pt) We have a health care crisis in this country, as evidenced by the fact that 45 million Americans do not have health insurance and that premiums are escalating at an alarming rate.  Many diseases seem to be associated with voluntary lifestyle issues.  There would seem to be a moral imperative to revamp our health care system to provide affordable coverage to all and to utilize medical techniques that maximize healing and promote health.  Perhaps Eastern and Western medical views could be used in a new synthetic medicine to provide such care.  Can there be a grand unified theory or practice of these traditions? 
· What might such a synthesis entail in the eyes of an American M.D, who is educated in America and is in agreement with such a synthesis?(5)

· What might such a synthesis entail in the eyes of a TCM practitioner in China? Might this synthesis be different than that of the American M.D.?(5)

· If you were to argue for a synthesis, what type of synthesis would you envision?  Explain your reasons. (5)

· If you were to argue for a synthesis, what would you leave out of the synthesis?  Explain your reasons. (5)

· Briefly describe how Thomas Kuhn and Karl Popper might have viewed these disparate medical systems and theories, and their views on a possible synthesis. (5)

