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Chapter 5 – Appointments, Visiting & Time Use

Time use patterns in Official Chinese Contexts – Meetings are by appointment only and you are expected to be on time. If you feel that you are going to be unavoidably late, you should have a reasonable explanation for it as time is very valuable to them. The meetings usually last less than an hour and the host would give signals to indicate that it is about to end. Seeing that most meetings with Chinese officials are held over tea, an offer for more tea is an indication that the meeting needs to end and you should decline the offer. Otherwise your host would stand up as a preface to leading you out of the meeting.
Time use patterns in non-official Chinese Contexts –It is the norm for one to visit a close friend without appointment. Chinese are known to show up at least 15minutes early when visiting a friend. When visiting a family at their home, you should arrive no earlier than 9am and no later than 8pm. Noon to 1pm is lunch, 1pm – 2:30pm is nap time, and 6-7pm is supper time so these hours should be avoided as well. If you do happen to arrive at a friend’s house during a meal, you would more than likely be asked to stay but in this case you should decline the offer unless they genuinely beg you to stay.
Receiving Social visits from Chinese friends – Chinese often make visits at unannounced hours, some of which would find most of us still in bed. American culture deals with individualism and Americans belief in having their own personal space, time and possessions but the Chinese share these things with family and close friends. Hence they would see this individualism as selfishness.  To avoid conflicts, it is good to set visiting and other guidelines for your Chinese counterparts so that they can be clear on what is acceptable to you. If you are visited by a friend and they happen to be staying too long, you can use some of the same signs that they use to indicate that the visit should end. However, if you face the problem of feeling isolated by your Chinese counterparts, be aggressive and invite them over yourself. They will appreciate your invitation and maybe start to visit you spontaneously. 
A word about hosting Chinese visitors in the United States – Chinese are expected to be treated as a part of your inner circle. You should pay them more attention than you would pay any other guest especially seeing that American culture is new to them. Although you should give them a lot of attention, don’t burden yourself to the point that you get annoyed during the process. 

