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· Chapter 6 (Chinese Modesty and Humility)

· Chinese Disparagement of Themselves 

· Chinese People often respond to a compliment with a denial. 
· Common responses are “Bu Hao, Bu Hao” (not good, not good) or “Nali, Nali?” (Where, Where?)
· This humility is everywhere, including art, which is often signed “Trying one’s Hand”
· Page 52 Example 
· Modesty and Family

· In a highly family-oriented system, complimenting a family member is similar to complimenting oneself.
· Compliments

· Even if the Chinese deny your compliments, they still enjoy receiving them as much as people in America.
· Chinese especially appreciate compliments about their children.
· One exception, do not openly admire a member of the opposite sex’s appearance. 
· Other Behavioral Features of Chinese Humility

· Position in the hierarchy of ones work is rarely mentioned.
· Young Chinese show their humility by listening to their elders and speaking rarely. This feature is also true of subordinates in the work place. 
· If you are to be included in a group photograph work your way to the back of the photo unless instructed to do otherwise.
· The Origin and Nature of Chinese Humility

· Valuing humility is a century old Chinese tradition.
· Many phrases of humility were created long ago, and some are still in use today. 
· An example is, when making a proposal the Chinese may say “My immature opinion is…” even if the proposal is very well thought out. 
· Conclusion

· While humility is still a very strong virtue, some of the younger Chinese are beginning to act in more western ways. 
· When in China it is important that you attempt to make your own speech fit the Chinese humility. 
